‘ 
¥ 


te 


+ | ISiDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
BER, 2002 er VOLUME 24, NUMBER 8 


n 


y 1 << es r Grimson * ) Football Families 
- - ‘Also’ 
“ees oe e Basketball 
e Recrujting 
And Mofie 
www.BamaMag.com 


DANIEL A. MOORE 


sate by the ATtst 
ming Art Prints py the Art 


DANIEL es 


A >) 
4 | \ k Soe Ti. SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Image areas of calendar art prints 1 measure a full 10" x 0" 


The 2003 Calendar features all 12 art prints 
shown above, PLUS a bonus 8"x 10" print of The 
Gamebreaker. Each print is suitable for framing 
and can be easily removed from the calendar. 
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Gea Limited Edition Offer! 
Limited edition of 1,000 calendars containing a 


signed and numbered art print of The Gamebreaker. 
Includes Certificate of Authenticity. Orly $45 


This beautiful frame is specially designed for the CALENDAR FRAME 
Crimson & White Calendar. The frame's fast-access 
backing allows for easily changing of the months. (easier tok fF» is 
Produced by New Life Art, Inc., 3600 Lornaridge Drive, Birmingham, AL 35216 TO ORDER: 1-800-735-2787 


SHIPPING COSTS: ORDER ONLINE AT 

First Item: WWW.GAMEDAYESSENTIALS.COM 
Chairs & Table $9.00 OR CALL TOLL FREE 
All Other Items: $6.50 1-866-893-2839 


Add $3.00 for each additional item, between 8:30am & 5:00pm cst mon-fri 
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The Magazine For The Grimson Vide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not Just The Headlines. 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Piease Senp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onwy $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
CiPayment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
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. NEWSLETTER 
delivery is Speeding Up 


Most of the complaints to ‘BAMA concern delivery of the post-game newsletters. They don’t call it “snail mail” 
for no reason. Our customers don't get the First Class service they deserve in newsletter coverage. 
And it gets worse -- not better -- each year, even though postage rates have risen to 37 cents for a first class letter. 


In the past decade we have had an increasing number of you urge us to make the newsletter available electronically, 
either on our web site BamaMag.com or by e-mail. 


Now the ’BAMA NEWSLETTER will be available 
ONLY by e-mail 


In order for this to work smoothly, we need your help. We must have your e-mail address. 


(For those who don't have an e-mail address, there are remedies, and we will discuss those.) 
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Your BAMA E-NEWSLETTER will have all the same information as the old printed version. Stories and commentary, sta- 
tistical updates, Coach Fran's comments, the depth chart, photographs, and the popular Daniel Proctor cartoon. 
And it should be in your e-mailbox shortly after noon central time each MONDAY after Alabama football games; not 
Wednesday or Thursday or the next week. Additionally, we will provide immediate e-mails when news of Alabama 
athletics breaks. And we'll have a pre-game newsletter, probably on Thursdays, to bring you up-to-date. 

In short, you get more and you get it in a more timely fashion. 

As soon as possible, please 
provide the information for 
e-mail delivery of BAMA} (Account Number 

Newsletter. (Your account ; 
number is above your name E-Mail Address 
on the mailing label on this 


Name 


____ Also, please extend my subscription one year. I enclose $35.00 
Tuscaloosa AL 35486 (Alabama residents must include $2 sales tax.) 


FAXED TO Check or money order payable to "BAMA ___ VISA _____ MasterCard 


1-205-345-1260 

Exp. 
E-MAILED TO 
BamaNL@dbtech.net 


IF YOU DO NOT HAVE E-MAIL, THERE ARE SEVERAL OPTIONS 
¢ Obtain a computer and enjoy the benefits of e-mail and the many other extraordinary sources of information. 
* Obtain an E-Mail appliance, such as Microsoft-TV at 1-800-469-3288 or AOL-TY, at a store like Circuit City. 
* Have a friend or relative who is “on the internet” receive the e-mail and print it for you. 
* Most public libraries offer the use of Internet computers and instructions in how to use them. Check with your 
local public library about setting up a free e-mail account. 
If this is not satisfactory, please send in the above form filled out and in “E-Mail Address” say you do not want 
it OR call BAMA during normal business hours at 1-800-713-2261 to have your magazine subscription extended 
instead of having the new e-mail newsletter service. 
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Keep up with the Crimson Tide 
at any time from your telephone! 


_ Hotline 


Two Ways to Dial! 


1-900-860-1979 
or Toll Free at 1-800-390-5010* 


*Same Great Information. Same Cost. 
With our new credit card system you can access the 
"BAMA HOTLINE from hotels, pay phones, work, 


and 900 Line-Blocked numbers. 
VISA and MasterCard accepted. 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone or rotary telephone 
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Publishing Information 
‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months from August 
to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
Editorial office is located at 2116 8th Street, 
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Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-0054. Not 
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts or 
photographs unless accompanied by return 
postage. Copyright © 2001 College Sports 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

‘BAMA is an independent publication, not 
associated with The University of Alabama. 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (Selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT after practices and within an hour of 
the completion of games and Weekly updates (Selection 3) by 8 p.m. CT 
Sundays 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Updates (Selection 5) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays 


CHARTER MEMBER 


CSPA 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
Updates (Selection +) weekly by 8 p.m. CT Sundays 


College Sports 
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A service of "BAMA Magazine 
2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 — (205) 345-5074 PO. Box 13515 Gainesville. FL_ 32604 
(352) 372-1215 FAX (352) 372-2283 


4 "BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER 2002 


OCTOBER, 2002 VOLUME 24, NUMBER 8 


On The Cover: David Cavan, a walk-on tight end, 
had good reason to attend The University of 
Alabama and play football. He’s the son of former 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Tider Pete Cavan. David, whose brother Stuart is 
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also playing for Alabama, had a big first game this 
year. He got his first start and made his first recep- 
tion for his first touchdown. See Page 12. 
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NCAA Update: 
Bama Is Big Loser In NCAA Appeal 8 


The Alabama football family was stunned to get no relief of sanctions in its appeal to the NCAA, and the 
explanation raised more questions than it provided answers. Is the curious case finally over? 
by Kirk McNair 


Relatively Speaking: 
Tide Football Is A Family Matter 12 


A number of Alabama football players should [eel right at home as members of the Crimson Tide fami- 
ly because Bama is family indeed. A handful of Tiders are relatives of current or former Bama football 
players. by Jason Houston 


Hirchel Bolden: 
Time To Bounce Back...Again 16 


Hirchel Bolden came to Alabama as a prospect to play offense, but has been in the secondary since his 
arrival. He's had many good days, but a bad one has put him in a battle to regain his job.by J.E. Lisby 


Men's Basketball Outlook: 
Seniors Will Lead Alabama 18 


Alabama had a great season last year and returns most of the weapons that provided Bama with a 
Southeastern Conference men’s basketball championship. There are some impressive newcomers, too, 
which means optimism in the Crimson Tide camp. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball Outlook: 
Bama Wants To Get Back To NCAA 24 


The Bama women’s basketball team was disappointed when it was passed over for the NCAA 
Championship Tournament last season. Coach Rick Moody thinks this team has the potential to get back 
into the national picture. by Drew Champlain 


Football Recruiting: 


A Look At Skill Prospects In State 28 
Historically, Crimson Tide football recruiters look first to in-state talent. There are a number of high pro- 
file skill position prep players in the state of Alabama this year. by Freddie Kirby 


Alabama Experience: 
The Story Of A Friendship 33 


A young boy crippled by Cerebral Palsy hasn’t let his misfortune affect his love and knowledge of 
Crimson Tide football. And Alabama players, notably Nautyn-McKay Loescher, have responded to the 
youngster. by J.E. Lisby 
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Scorecard 6 
2001-02 Basketball Rosters, Schedules 27 
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Aloha Again? 

Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore and 
Head Football Coach Dennis Franchione had 
to assume that the NCAA Infractions Appeals 
Committee would not grant relief to The 
University. In order to provide some reward for 
Crimson Tide players, Bama scheduled a 13th 
game against Hawaii in Honolulu. NCAA rules 
permit an extra game for teams traveling to 
Hawaii, The opening was available this year 
because Washington State wanted to get out of 
its Island football trip. 

When it was learned that Alabama would not 
be able to go to a bowl game at the end of the 
2003 season, Alabama officials began dis- 
cussing the possibility of a return to Hawaii 
next season. Because next year is another 12- 
game season for NCAA schools, if the Tide can 
work out details to play Hawaii in Honolulu it 
would mean Bama again has a 13-game season. 

Moore said Hawaii “seems very interested,” 
and Franchione said he “would definitely like 
to play Hawaii again next year.” 


Oklahoma Again? 

Alabama going to Norman, Oklahoma, this 
season was a big event for the Sooners. As a 
columnist in the Oklahoma fan magazine, 
Sooners Illustrated, wrote, “When the Crimson 
Tide fans began rolling in-Winnebago after 
Winnebago alter-they showed a little some- 
thing about what football means in the Deep 
South. OU fans fancy themselves among the 
nation’s best. But they learned a little something 
last week about passion. Alabama fans travel en 
masse. They love their Tide. And they cheer 
with a loud, collective twang.” (Okay, so he 
doesn't know a twang-that midwest inflec- 
tion—from a Southern accent.) 

Now the question is whether the Sooners will 
find out what Alabama football is like in 
Tuscaloosa. There have been numerous reports 
that Oklahoma wants to get out of the return trip 
to Alabama, scheduled for next September 6. 

It may be that the Sooners just want to delay, 
get out of the 2003 game and come in a few 
years. That might suit Alabama, which would 
have lime to recover from crippling NCAA 
sanctions. Oklahoma won't be a bargain next 
year. The nation’s second ranked team, which 
came from behind to beat Alabama, 37-27, 
retums about 18 starters next season. However. 
if the Sooners want to buy out of the game, 
Alabama can't do anything about it. 

Because there has been no official decision, 
there has been no mention of a replacement if 
Oklahoma opts out. However, it won't be a 
Texas or Michigan or Notre Dame type oppo- 
nent. It will probably have a direction or the 
name of a Louisiana town in its name. 


Gottfried Adds Assistant 

In late August the Alabama men’s basketball 
team suffered an unexpected loss to the NBA, 
and it was a lot more important than the loss of 
a player. T.R. Dunn, alter just one year as a 
member of Mark Gottfried’ staff, elected to 
accept a job as assistant coach of the Denver 
Nuggets. 


6 


SCORECARD 


Dunn was an All-America at Alabama, then 
spent most of his professional career in Denver 
as one of the all-time favorite players of the 
Nuggets’ fans. Gottfried said Dunn had been an 
important part of Alabama winning last year's 
Southeastern Conference championship. “I 
hate it for us; I love it for T.R.,” Gottlried said. 

Dunn said, “The University is a special place. 
1 went there. I played there, and this last year I 
coached there. | say this with all sincerity, Mark 
(Gottfried) and his staff have done a tremen- 
dous job, I was honored to be back there and be 
a part of the program again. | feel like I'll always 
be part of that program. It was a tough decision 
to leave. In the one short years experience at 
Alabama | [elt very close and proud to be a part 
of the program again, a program Mark and his 
staff built to be one of top programs in the 
country again. Being able to win and to gradu- 
ate kids at an extremely high rate is something 
special. [t makes me proud as an Alabama grad- 
uate and former player.” 

Gottfried was able to replace Dunn within a 
week of the announcement of Dunn leaving. 

Sammy Jackson, a Headland native who has 
been assistant men’s basketball coach at 
Alabama A&M University since 2000, is the 
new assistant. 

“Tm excited to have Sammy join us because 
he brings a lot to the table,” said Goutfried, “He 
has worked his way up which impresses me. 
Sammy is very highly thought of and known 
throughout most parts of the country. Hes a 
native of this state, so he’s very familiar with 
this program. He will be involved in every 
aspect of coaching here, on the floor, recruiting, 
and scouting. I think he'll do a great job,” 

Jackson, 38, is a native of Headland and was 
an All-Conference player, four year letter win- 
ner and team captain at Montevallo from 1982- 
86. Jackson began his coaching career at 
Huntsville’s Butler High School as head assis- 
tant varsity coach and head junior varsity 
coach. He was there from 1988-93. Jackson was 
head men’s basketball coach at Savannah State 
University in 1999-2000 and has been an assis- 
tant at Auburn (1993-94), Georgia Southern 
(1995-99) and Tennessee State (1994-95). 

Jackson said, “It has been a dream of mine to 
work in a competitive program that has an 
opportunity to play for a national champi- 
onship. I'm looking forward to working with 
Coach Gottfried and his staff. Growing up in 
the state of Alabama, I've always followed the 
Alabama program. I’ve followed the players and 
their success. Alabama has a huge basketball 
tradition, and I'm proud of this opportunity to 
become a part of it.” 

Jackson is married to wife Phoebe, and they 
have two sons, Desmond, 14, and Devin, 8, as 
well as guardianship of his nephew, Bobby 
Norton, 16. 


Size Does Matter 

From time-to-time there is talk about 
Alabama needing a new basketball arena, with 
some sentiment for a smaller facility than the 
15,316-seat Coleman Coliseum. That is not the 
sentiment of Head Men’ Basketball Coach 


Mark Gottfried or Athletics Director Mal 
Moore, Although the coliseum is not likely ever 
to fill up for some events—-gymnastics meets 
and women’s basketball games—both Gottfried 
and Moore believe sellouts can be the rule for 
men’s basketball. 

Much was made of Auburn's decision a few 
years ago to downsize its arena by placing a 
curtain over a few thousand seats. And now it 
has been announced that Tennessee will cover 
the upper, always empty, rows of its 
Thompson-Boling Arena. Tennessee is also 
reducing the price of its tickets. Most interest- 
ing perhaps, the Tennessee men’s basketball 
team uniforms will also reduce the size of the 
shorts, which everywhere have become as 
baggy as clown suils. 


Pre-Season All-America 

Athlon Publications has named Alabama sen- 
ior basketball forward Erwin Dudley a presea- 
son All-America. Joining Dudley on the list 
were Arizona guard Jason Gardner and forward 
Luke Walton (son of former UCLA great Bill) 
of Arizona, guard Kirk Hinrich of Kansas, and 
guard Dwayne Wade of Marquette. 


Summer All-America 

After compiling the highest batting average in 
the Cape Code Baseball League, the summer 
accolades keep piling up for Alabama junior 
Peter Stonard. Stonard was named to the 2002 
Baseball America Summer All-America team. 
The Clayton, Missouri, native batted 348 (50- 
for-161) with two home runs and 27 RBI for 
the Cotuit Kettleers. He was the leagues Most 
Valuable Player. 

Stonard and the Crimson Tide have begun 
team workouts. The team will have weekend 
intrasquad games through October 13. All 
practices and intrasquad games are open to the 
general public and there is no admission charge 
for scrimmage games. 


Bama 11th 

The NCAA released the final 2002 RPI 
baseball rankings and Alabama was 11th in 
the final RPI among Division I teams...The 
Crimson Tide was 10-10 last year against the 
Top 25 RPI teams. Against Top 50 RPI teams, 
Alabama was 21-12. 


Woman Of The Year 

For the sixth time in the 12 year history of the 
award, an Alabama gymnast has been named 
NCAA Woman of the Year for the state of 
Alabama. Andreé Pickens, who finished her 
career last spring as a ]4-time All-America and 
a two-time NCAA Champion, was named one 
of the 51 state winners by the NCAA. The 
NCAA Woman of the Year will be crowned 
November 2 at a banquet in Indianapolis. 

The award honors outstanding female stu- 
dent-athletes who have excelled in academics, 
athletics and community leadership, and have 
completed their collegiate athletics eligibility. 
More than 340 student-athletes were nominat- 
ed for this year’s award by their colleges and 
universities. A committee comprised of repre- 
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sentatives from member schools selected the 
state winners, reviewing the nominees’ aca- 
demic and athletics accomplishments, and 
community service and involvement. 

Pickens joins Katherine Kelleher (1992), 
Dana Dobransky (1993), Meredith Willard 
(1997), Merritt Booth (1998) and Lexa Evans 
(2000) in eaming NCAA Woman of the Year 
recognition. Willard and Booth were both top- 
10 finalists. 


Gymnastics Scholars 

The Alabama gymnastics team won the 
national championship last spring, and at the 
end of the spring semester it was calculated 
that the Crimson Tide tumblers did pretty 
well in the classroom, too. Alabama finished 
third in the nation in grade point average. 
The Tide posted a cumulative 3.599 grade 
point average as 13 gymnasts earned 
Scholastic All-America (awarded to those 
with a 3.5 or higher GPA). 

Of the 12 teams that competed at the NCAA 
Championships, only three finished in the top 
ten in GPA, with Utah second, Alabama third, 
and Stanford eighth. Other SEC schools ranked 
were LSU 20th, Kentucky 38th, Florida 52nd, 
and Georgia 57th. 

Stephanie Kite and Tiffany Byrd both earned 
perfect 4.0 averages for the second straight year 
to top the Tide’s list. Alexa Martinez and Krista 
Gole both were just a tick behind at 3,99. 
Martinez finished her career as a four-year 
Scholastic All-America. 

All-American Kristin Sterner earned her third 
Scholastic All-American honor with a 3.94 GPA 


jured her knee during preseason training and 
will miss this season following a second sur- 


gery. 


Volleyball Captains 

Senior setter Bridget Studnicka and sopho- 
more setter Kenna Milner were selected team 
captains for 2002 by the Crimson Tide vol- 
leyball team. Both players are returning 
starters for the Alabama squad with 
Studnicka serving as a team captain for the 
second consecutive season. 


Head Coach 

Former Alabama women’s basketball player 
Linda Burgess has been named head coach for 
women's basketball at Stillman College in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Burgess had served as an assistant coach at the 
University of West Alabama in Livingston last 
season. 

The native of Madison and former star at 
Bob Jones High School, started her college 
career at Calhoun Junior College and set 13 
school records. She was inducted into the 
Alabama Junior College Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1995. She played for Rick Moody at 
Alabama where she was a two-time All- 
Southeastern Confer-ence performer. She 
then played professionally for 13 years in Los 
Angeles and Sacramento, 


Coach Niesa 

Former Alabama women’ basketball All- 
America guard Niesa Johnson, who led the 
Tide to the 1994 NCAA Women’ Basketball 


Final Four, has been hired by Cal State 
Northridge as an assistant women’s basketball 
coach, Johnson has been playing professional 
basketball in the WNBA, most recently in 
1999-2001 for the Charlotte Sting, but was on 
injured reserve the past two seasons after a seri- 
ous blood disorder suddenly sidelined her in 
2001. Johnson has recently been cleared to play 
again. She is a free agent. Johnson played for 
Cal State Northridge head coach Tammy 
Holder when Holder was head coach of the 
WNBASs Seattle Reign. 


Quick Kicks 

In Alabama’ soccer win over South Alabama, 
Tide Coach Don Staley recorded his 275th 
career win. In the next Tide outing, a win over 
Middle Tennessee State, Staley passed Nevada 
Coach Dang Pibulvech for 13th spot on the all- 
time list of Division I head coaching victories in 
soccer. 

Dawn Nash scored the ninth hat trick (three 
goals) in Bama soccer history in helping Bama 
to that 4-0 win over Middle Tennessee. 


Olympic Hopeful 
Alabama softball star Lacy Prejean, an 
upcoming junior catcher, was selected to par- 
ticipate in the USA Softball Olympic tryouts in 
Chula Vista, California, in September. That is 
the first step to being selected to participate on 
national teams. 
The Crimson Tide of Coach Patrick Murphy 
is in fall workouts. Bama will host the Alabama 
Fall Ball Tournament on Saturday, October 12. 


The Tide plays at 1, 3 and 7 p.m.. 


Need That 
Hard-To-Find Ticket 


For A Sporting Event? 


while freshman Michelle Reeser earned her first 
honor with a 3.88. 

Whitney Morgan posted a 3.73 in her last 
season to earn her fourth Scholastic All- 
American nod while fellow 2002 senior Natalie 
Barrington earned her second award with a 
3.70. 

Two-time NCAA Champion Andreé Pickens 
posted a 3.62 as a senior. The SEC Athlete of 
the Year added the Scholastic All-America 
honor to her three Academic All-SEC honors. 

Shannon Hrozek finished off her rookie sea- 
son with both All-America and Scholastic All- 
America honors after posting a 3.61 GPA as a 
freshman. 

Helen Burgin, Erin Holdefer and Lauren 
Holdefer all ended their second seasons as 
Scholastic All-Americas with 3.54, 3.53 and 
3.52 GPAs respectively. 


ALABAMA FOOTBALL ® BASKETBALL TICKETS 
© ALL MAjor SPORTING EVENTS 


“Cave” Gets Upgrades 

Alabama's volleyball home, in the annex of 
Coleman Coliseum and known as “The Cave,” 
has a new look. Improvements include a new 
floor design on the competition playing sur- 
face, a wider crimson border, and a logo ele- 
phant head at each end. Large action photos of 
Tide stars were also hung. 

Later this season the Tide will have new 
scoreboards. Prior to next season two sets of 
500 chairback permanent, retractable bleachers 
will be installed on each side of the court. 


NEED ONE TICKET 


JOHN ED BELVIN 
JERRY ALDRIDGE 


LICENSED TICKET BROKERS 


Out Again 

Redshirt freshman volleyball player Jennifer 
Cusimano, who suffered a season-ending knee 
injury during the first match last season, rein- 


2123 NINTH ST, SUITE 207 
TuscALoosa, AL 35401 
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(205) 758-1199 


24-Hour ANSWERING SERVICE 


NCAA Update: 


Bama Is Big Loser In NCAA Appeal 


by Kirk McNair 


The curious NCAA case is 
finally over and questions 
not likely to be answered 


here is a responsible sentiment among 
“Tee Alabama followers and athletics 

department leaders: Forget the NCAA 
penalties. Move on, make the best of it, and 
sin no more. 

The moving on part is essential. The forget- 
ting part is difficult. 

In a decision that stunned many in the 
Alabama camp, the appeal by The University 
of NCAA penalties against Alabama's football 
team failed. Completely. In a case that would 
be landmark in the real judicial world, not 
one position of Alabama's case was accepted 
by the NCAA Infractions Committee or the 
Infractions Appeals Committee as being cor- 
rect, even as errors were revealed in the case. 
Last February the Infractions Committee 
accepted The University’s self-imposed and 
extraordinarily harsh penalty, the loss of 15 
scholarships over three years. But the Infrac- 
tions Committee added the loss of six more 
scholarships over that time and in an 
unprecedented decision banned Alabama 
from post-season play for this season and 
next season. Total football scholarships were 
reduced from 85 to 80. 

The appeal didn’t fail because of the work 
of the legal team, headed by Mobile attorney 
Robert Cunningham, Jr. The brief in support 
of the appeal outlined numerous errors com- 
mitted by the NCAA Enforcement Staff and 
the NCAA Infractions Committee. The In- 
fractions Appeals Committee, in a ruling that 
included a mistake that denied justice to 
Alabama, had an answer for its mistake and 
for the errors made by the Enforcement Staff 
and Infractions Committee: 

It doesn't matter. 

The chairman of the Appeals Committee, 


Terry Don Phillips 


Clemson Athletics Director Terry Don 
Phillips, obviously had not had a part in writ- 
ing the opinion, and even appeared to have 
not read all of it before conducting a telecon- 
ference to announce the decision. 

In a quivering voice, Phillips admitted there 
was a mistake in the ruling, one he said he 
had discovered only in reading the decision 
the night before. It was not a minor mistake. 
In Alabama's appeal it had been pointed out 
that the NCAA had never given a bowl ban to 
a school not found guilty of lack of institu- 
tional control or failure to monitor. The 
Appeals Committee cited a case in which 
UNLV had been given a bow] ban. When it 
was pointed out that UNLV had also been 
guilty of failure to monitor, Phillips said, “Oh, 
that shouldn't have been in there.” 

Did this case, which was fundamental to 
Alabama's appeal, matter? 

“No, no, no,” protested Phillips. “It had 
nothing to do with the findings in the case.” 
He didn’t explain what did have something to 
do with the findings, which were not in his 
report, or why this case was cited in the deci- 
sion. Just a mistake. 


Be A Part Of The Crimson Tide Scene! 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 
Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you. Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 
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Cunningham told The Tuscaloosa News 
that the gaffe was “incredible.” The newspa- 
per reported him saying, “After all the time 
and effort we put into the appeal, they 
ignored our central argument, and the lame 
answer they attempted to give in citing the 
UNLY case was flawed and showed just the 
opposite of what they intended it to show.” 

Phillips was asked why a failure on the part 
of the Enforcement Staff to obey its own by- 
laws in respect to warning a member institu- 
tion of a potential problem was not a mitigat- 
ing factor in Alabama's case but was in a case 
against Minnesota. Phillips said the Minne- 
sota case was not cited in his report. Maybe 
he didn't read to the end of the report, 
because right above his signature was the 
citation of the Minnesota case. 

In short, it is obvious that the case against 
Alabama was a sham. The Enforcement Staff 
broke NCAA by-laws, the Infractions Com- 
mittee ignored the facts, and the Infractions 
Appeals Committee did not even consider the 
brief filed by The University. 

The reply of the Infractions Committee to 
Alabama's brief in support of appeal is not 
made public, just as the hearings before the 
Infractions Committee and the Infractions 
Appeals Committee are behind closed doors. 
This is as understandable as not having 
sausage manufacturing shown on prime time 
television. The response of The University to 
the Infractions Committee reply indicated the 
Infractions Committee had failed to address 
any of the issues exposed by the Alabama 
legal team. When the Infractions Appeals 
Committee ruled it provided explanation of 
the slothfulness on the part of the Infractions 
Committee, That committee didn’t have to do 
anything. The fix was in. 

It is almost certain that the Enforcement 
Staff, which broke NCAA rules in its investi- 
gation of Alabama and which appears to have 
fabricated evidence, wrote both the original 
Infractions Committee decision and the rul- 
ing by the Infractions Appeals Committee. 
This is akin to the President, Congress and 
Supreme Court abrogating authority to run 
the nation to a J, Edgar Hoover-run FBI. 

While some might think that a member of 
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one of the committees might have an attack 
of ethics and admit to the misfeasance, don't 
count on it. A better chance would be that 
one or more might have an attack of ego. 
How could a law professor at Harvard admit 
to being a part of a decision so flawed? How 
could an athletics director at Clemson admit 
to not even knowing the result of a written 
decision over his signature as chairman of the 
committee? 


t would be almost impossible to distill the 

elements of injustice, incompetence, 

capitulation, illegality, duplicity and arro- 
gance from the morass that was the NCAA 
case against Alabama, Almost nothing was 
proved, but between a botched defense and 
an apparent disregard for NCAA rules by the 
accusers, Alabama football is in dire straits 
for years to come. 

It is interesting that published reports sug- 
gest the case against Alabama started not in 
the NCAA offices, but in those of the 
Southeastern Conference. A major point dur- 
ing the investigation was that then-SEC 
Commissioner Roy Kramer had withheld 
critical information from Alabama-informa- 
tion he shared with other SEC member 
schools, 

Kramer never tried to hide his distaste for 
Alabama, Some attribute his feelings to what 
is almost certainly an urban legend, that 
when Kramer was athletics director at 
Vanderbilt he was insulted by Alabama's Paul 
Bryant, who was athletics director as well as 
head football coach at Alabama, at an SEC 
meeting. While it is true that Kramer would 
have done nothing to earn the respect of 
Bryant, it is completely out of character that 
Bryant would have insulted his fellow athlet- 
ics director. That is particularly true since 
Kramer was at Vanderbilt, a school for which 
Bryant had deep affection having served as an 
assistant coach at Vanderbilt. 

It is more likely that Kramer, who grew up 
about 15 miles from Knoxville and who has 
retired to that area, is a lifelong Alabama- 
hater. And it probably didn’t help that when 
he was athletics director at Vanderbilt that he 
was aware of a Vanderbilt alumnus who gave 
lots of money to Alabama, That Vanderbilt 
alumnus/Alabama fan is Logan Young. There 
is a suspicion that the entire case against 
Alabama was based on Kramer's desire to get 
Young disassociated [rom Alabama. 

With the complicity of Alabama Faculty 
Chairman of Athletics Gene Marsh, a law 
professor who was in the position of serving 
at least two masters as he is also a member of 
the NCAA Infractions Committee, the NCAA 
Enforcement Staff began an investigation. 

The timeline is incredible. In the spring of 
2000 the NCAA looked into an academic 
fraud violation in Tallahassee, Florida. 
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Reportedly while making that investigation, 
they came across evidence of recruiting 
improprieties by Young in Memphis. There is 
no explanation of how this inquiry in North 
Florida reached to West Tennessee. Young 
denied any involvement in recruiting and 
opened up his books to NCAA investigators, 
There was never a shred of evidence that 
Young had paid a nickel to anyone involved 
in the recruiting of any player. However, [or- 
mer President Andrew Sorensen (almost cer- 
tainly led by Marsh, and perhaps influenced 
in order to prevent a charge of lack of institu- 
tional control-a firing offense for Sorensen), 
confessed to Young's crime. 

Appeasement almost never works. Alabama 
needed Churchill. Instead the original legal 
team was Chamberlain. 

lt is believed Marsh was obsessed with 
being rid of former Recruiting Coordinator 
Ronnie Cottrell, That is understandable. 
Cottrell exhibited, at best, indifference for 
those in charge of compliance. 

Unfortunately, while Kramer was getting 


Young and Marsh was getting Cottrel, the col- 
lateral damage to The University of Alabama 
was devastating. 


here were two particularly curious 
aspects of the case. One was the failure 
of the Enforcement Staff to inform one 
of its member institutions of a potential prob- 
lem in recruiting. The second was Marsh per- 
mitting the NCAA to use testimony of an 
anonymous source, popularly known as “the 
secret wilness,” against The University. 
Phillips said the Enforcement Staff not 
reporting information to University “very 
regrettable.” And, he said, in the future it 
should be a mitigating factor in considering 
the infraction. He also said that it would not 
be possible to conclude that Alabama would 
have responded positively if it had been 
informed, That's the excuse of the 
Enforcement Staff for not doing what it 
should do: that Alabama might not do what it 
should do, Of course, that disparages Marsh 
and former Compliance Director Marie 


From University Officials: 


STATEMENT FROM INTERIM PRESIDENT J. BARRY MASON: 

“Obviously, we disagree and are disappointed with the findings of the Infractions Appeals 
Committee. Our arguments for appeal of the severity of the sanctions were grounded in fact 
and well presented both in writing and in our meeting with the Appeals Committee last 
month, Despite the hard work of our compliance staff, attorneys, and many others who 
worked with great resolve, we did not receive the outcome we sought. 

“Moving forward with a positive outlook and competitive spirit may be a difficult task, but 
I have great faith in our coaches, our athletics department leadership, our student athletes, 
and in the entire University of Alabama family. Our student athletes have demonstrated their 
resiliency by working hard on the field and in the classroom, taking charge of those things 
within their control, and standing tall against the challenge of hardships that were not of 
their making. In difficult times, | am reminded that universities are truly remarkable institu- 
tions of the people and seem to inevitably weather whatever crisis comes along and to 
emerge stronger than ever. Certainly that is the case at The University of Alabama, Despite 
this setback, we remain well positioned for the future.” 


STATEMENT FROM ATHLETICS DIRECTOR MAL Moore: 
“We received notification from the NCAA Infractions Appeals Committee on Monday 
afternoon, Our appeal was made on what we considered a very strong case and we are disap- 


pointed with the result. 


“I believe in Coach Fran and his staff and am confident he is the man who can lead this 
football program back through these tying times. 

“Through this adversity, we will move forward and become stronger than ever. As athletics 
director, it is my duty to see that we do not ever again find ourselves in this situation and 1 


will work diligently to that end. 


“1 deeply appreciate the Crimson Tide players who have represented this University under 
some very trying circumstances. I also appreciate our loyal alumni, supporters and fans who 
have stuck by us during these very difficult times. | thank them for their continued support.” 


STATEMENT FROM FOOTBALL COACH DENNIS FRANCHIONE: 
“Nothing has really changed from my standpoint. We have worked our plan based on last 


February's ruling and we will stay the course. 


“From this point on, we're on the downhill side of this issue and we can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. We will maintain our focus over that which we have control and work 


hard to put this situation behind us.” 


Robbins, who are otherwise praised by every 
NCAA bureaucrat and committee func- 
tionary. The committee did not explain how 
it decided Marsh and Robbins would not 
have acted properly on this information. 

One fabrication of the NCAA is that there 
was just one secret witness. There were at 
least two. Why did Marsh grant approval to 
the NCAA to use testimony from at least one 
anonymous source against Alabama? It could 
be mere bad judgment. The only other logi- 
cal explanation would seem to be that Marsh 
was providing information to the Enforce- 
ment Staff that Marsh did not want on the 
record, 

Beyond that, it is obvious the Enforcement 
Staff combined the testimony of more than 
one such source and made it appear to the 
Infractions Committee that there was just 
one source, a source who had been approved 
by Marsh. There is also an indication that 
some “evidence” of this witness may have 
been fabricated in the offices of the NCAA 
Enforcement Staff. 

There will not be legal action by The 
University against the NCAA, so there will be 
no discovery regarding this witness or wilt- 
nesses. All in the Alabama camp, including 
Cunningham, have concluded there is noth- 
ing to be gained by court action. 

But the claim of Phillips that the witness 
was of little consequence cannot go unchal- 
lenged. Without that testimony, conveniently 
helping the NCAA over every roadblock of 
lack of evidence, there is no case against 
Alabama. That is the ultimate consequence. 

Alabama's brief proved that the NCAA had 
violated its own statute of limitations. The 


reply of the Infractions Appeals Committee 
was “Did not.” 

The case against Alabama should be chill- 
ing to other members of the NCAA. How- 
ever, that is not likely to be the case. Those in 
particular danger, Deep South schools (his- 
torically, colleges in mid-America are not 
punished like those in the South), are not 
concerned. After all, Alabama football has 
bullied them forever, most of them having 
success against the Crimson Tide only when 
the playing field is not level. 

And there will be no investigation of an 
Enforcement Staff that obviously circumyent- 
ed NCAA rules if authorization for its actions 
came from the top. 

There were two new facets to these NCAA 
penalties. The first is that “repeat offender" 
(even though the concept was misapplied) 
replaced “lack of institutional control” as the 
most important factor in penalties. The sec- 
ond was the invented “favored booster,” even 
though one of those boosters given a lifetime 
ban not only wasn't a favored booster, he 
wasn't a booster at all. 

And NCAA insistence to the contrary, the 
Alabama case sends a message to all member 
schools that diligent cooperation is disas- 
trous. The NCAA was an adversary, not a 
partner, to its member school. That is not to 
say schools should not comply with rules, 
because that is essential to the spirit of com- 
petition. And Alabama (nor any other 
school) should not be excused for violation 
of rules, 

There are two particular lies that have 
gained credence in the media and which 
need to be exposed. Both originated from the 


Don't Forget 


To Order The 
2002 "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


blusterous Infractions Committee Chairman 
Tom Yeager and were echoed by the stam- 
mering Phillips. The first is that Alabama was 
a candidate for the so-called “death penalty.” 
Under questioning, Yeager retreated on this 
issue, but it continues to resonate with those 
who need a hook on which to hang a sign of 
justice. Alabama, they say, should be thank- 
ful to still be in business and not complain 
about unwarranted and unfair penalties. One 
must go back to Yeager’s original pronounce- 
ment: Alabama did all it could do, Only an 
NCAA committee could conceive that a 
school must do more than possible. 

The other myth is that Marsh and Robbins 
somehow “saved” Alabama. Considering the 
penalties leveled against Alabama, one would 
say The University was saved about like a 
drowning man being thrown an anvil. The 
leadership provided by former President 
Sorensen in allowing this “on the cheap” 
defense by Marsh, Robbins, an attorney 
favored by the NCAA, and the staff counsel 
of The University once again proved to be 
disastrous. By the time competent attomeys 
with the good of The University at heart 
came on board it was too late. 

Exposure of the shortcomings of the 
Alabama case provide no solace. And, as the 
leaders of the program urge, it is time to 
move on. 

Alabama Head Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione said, “Alabama is on the downhill 
side of NCAA troubles and we're moving on.” 

Unfortunately, in a couple of years when 
Alabama has far fewer scholarshipped play- 
ers than its competitors, it could feel like a 
downhill slide on a rocky slope. 


The writers and photographers of BAMA provide excellent information on the 2002 Crimson Tide, a 
unique perspective of Bama from the standpoint of the coaching staff, and facts and figures on players, 
opponents, and recruiting not available anywhere else. 

The 2002 BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK is only $12 (including tax and postage). 


Order Today! 


For VISA and MasterCard orders call 1-800-713-2261 


or send check or money order to 


*BAMA, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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Relatively Speaking: 


Tide Football Is A Family Matter 


by Jason Houston 


Alabama football includes 
brothers, sons and other 
relatives of former Tiders 


he names are legendary in Alabama 
| football—-Howell, Hutson, Gilmer, 
Jordan, Namath, Musso, Newsome, 
Barker, Alexander. And there are others, fami- 
lies-Sington, Hannah, Neighbors, Davis, 
Goode. “Writ in Crimson Flame,” they are fa- 
miliar to anyone well-versed in Crimson Tide 
lore. New names of fame will be added as sto- 
ried Crimson Tide tradition continues to 
grow. And there are new family connections 
as well. 

Family ties have long been evident on 
Crimson Tide rosters, This year's team is no 
exception. There are five sets of brothers on 
the 2002 edition of the Crimson Tide: Nic and 


Triandos Luke; David and Stuart Cavan; Mare 
and Matt Miller; Joel and Ryan Babb; and 
Wesley and Taylor Britt. 

The Cavans are sons of former Alabama 
player Pete Cavan. The Millers are sons of for- 
mer Tider Noah Dean Miller and grandsons of 
former Bama player Floyd “Kayo” Miller. 

Others wearing the crimson and white 
whose fathers were Alabama players include 
Brodie Croyle, Clint Johnston, and Lance 
Taylor. And graduate assistant coach 
Woodrow Lowe, Jr., is the son of one of 
Alabama's most famous linebackers and the 
nephew of another, Eddie. 

In many respects, the most noted current 
“legacy” is highly-touted quarterback Brodie 
Croyle, whose father John Croyle played de- 
fensive end for Coach Paul Bryant from 1971 
to 1973. Brodie’s sister Reagan also attended 
Alabama, was crowned homecoming queen in 
2000, played basketball for Rick Moody's 
team, and married former Tide quarterback 
John Dayid Phillips. 

“I always grew up around Alabama foot- 
ball,” Brodie said. “But when I was getting re- 
cruited my dad never said “Go to Alabama’ or 
‘I want you to go to Alabama.’ And then when 


Wanted To Buy 
ALABAMA 


FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 


¢ Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-Tennessee program 1956 and before 


1976 Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
1971 Alabama vs. Florida 

1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 


1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 


1960 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1959 Alabama vs. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 


Also 
¢ Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
¢ Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
e Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 759-1852 


Iam a collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 
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1 was leaning towards different places he said, 
‘That's a good school,’ 

“But, once I said ‘Dad, | want go to 
Alabama,’ you could tell he was a whole lot 
happier than if 1 had said I want to go to 
Oklahoma or Florida State.” 

Reagan was more involved. 

“My sister was always pushing me to come 
here,” Brodie said, “I talked to John David, be- 
cause he was a pretty highly-recruited guy 
coming out of high school. He never said he 
wanted me to come to Alabama. He said just 
ask the coaches what they think, what kind of 
offense they're going to run, whether they're 
going to build it around you. 

“But as for my sister, any time I'd say “Man I 
really enjoyed my visit to so and so,’ she'd say, 
‘No you didn't. You're going to Alabama.’ She 
was always there to reinforce Alabama.” 

Reagan had to ward off some influence from 
Auburn. 

“My mom (Teresa) graduated from 
Auburn,” Brodie said, “But she never pushed 
Auburn, My mom didn’t really care about the 
school. She'd just get attached to certain 
coaches. She'd say, ‘l want you to go with that 
coach.’ I'd tell her that isn't the real reason | 
need to go to a school. She always meant 
well.” 


arc and Matt Miller's roots go even 
Mee than Croyle’s. Their grandfa- 

ther, Floyd, (Kayo) Miller, played at 
Alabama in 1948-49, and their father, Noah 
Dean, played in 1973. 

“Coming to games with my granddad is my 
earliest memory,” Marc said. “He was good 
friends with Coach Bryant. We'd come down 
in his truck decked out in crimson and white. 
He had a parking place right by the stadium. 
We'd throw the ball around and dream of 
playing for the Crimson Tide. It’s a dream 
come true.” 

Marc, a strong safety and special teams play- 
er, made his “mark” on Alabama football with 
a crucial punt block in last year’s 
Independence Bowl. “Coach Fran says to do 
what you can for the team,” Marc said. “The 
coaches stressed all week long that we had an 
opportunity to block a punt. I had faith, and 
pictured myself doing that. That will stick 
with me the rest of my life.” 

Another thing he will never forget is the first 
time he ran onto the field at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. He said, “My eyes watered up. It was 
a great feeling just to walk the field before the 
game, but to run out of the tunnel when The 
Bear is up there (a videotape on the stadium's 
JumboTron) saying he’s ‘never been nothin’ 
but a winner, well that just sends chills down 
my spine. Dressing one game here would have 
meant more to me than playing a lot some- 
where else.” 

Mare said he could enyision his children fol- 
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lowing in his footsteps. “I'm not going to force 
my kid to play ball, but he'll grow up around 
Alabama football like Matt and 1 did,” Mare 
said. “We're going to be bringing our kids 
back here. 

“Alabama football has meant so much to 
me and my family,” he said. “My dad is 
probably the man he is because of Alabama, 
because my grandfather raised him with the 
discipline he learned here, and my dad took 
to heart all of Coach Bryant’s advice about 
life after football. That was so valuable to 
him and our whole family. People don’t see 
it, but football can effect your life after foot- 
ball. It helps with school and all through 
life, and 1 want to pass that along to my 
children. I love The University of Alabama 
and all it’s done for my family and me.” 

His brother Matt, a wide receiver for the 
Tide, shares the early memories of the Tide, 
and he hopes to make his own place in 
Crimson Tide history. 

“You breathed it,” Matt said. “We went to 
the games all the time. My grandfather started 
a watermelon cut for the team, and the play- 
ers were like idols to me.” That “watermelon 
cut” came each August at the end of two-a- 
day practices with Tide players and coaches 
enjoying the reward of fresh watermelon com- 
pliments of Kayo Miller. 


tis no great surprise that the son of a 

former Alabama player would grow up 

loving the Crimson Tide. Lance Taylor, 
who had a touchdown return of Leslie 
Williams’ blocked punt in the Oklahoma 
game, learned of Bama from his father 
James, who was one of four players to rush 
for over 100 yards in the 77-6 win over 
Virginia Tech in 1973 

“As far back as I can remember, since I was 
a little kid, I've been wearing an Alabama jer- 
sey, and I never wanted to go anywhere but 
Alabama,” Lance said. “I knew my dad was a 
former player. | didn’t understand then what it 
meant, and he didn’t talk about it much. 
People would ask him what it was like to play 
for Coach Bryant, and he would tell stories, 
but I didn’t know what it meant. Now that I'm 
here, I really admire him more and look up to 
him. 

“It was a point of pride growing up to say 
that my dad played for Coach Bryant,” Lance 
said. “Not everyone could say that; it was a 
one-in-a-million kind of thing. But it was also 
a thing I took personally, because I knew that 
I wanted to accomplish the same goals. 
Everyone around me knew I wanted to come 
play for the Tide.” 

Lance said he always took the games seri- 
ously, even as a child. “I can remember an 
Alabama-Tennessee game when I was younger 
where Alabama came from behind (in 1993) 
to tie the game and the game ended in a tie,” 
he said. “I cried after the game. My mother 
got upset at me and told me it was just a 
game, but I told her it wasn’t just a game; it 
was Alabama.” 
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t was something of a surprise when David 

Cavan earned the starting job at tight end 

in the season-opener. And what a start he 
had. In his first game and first start, he also 
made his first pass reception. And it was for 
his first touchdown. The play came in the first 
quarter as Tyler Watts lofted a perfect pass to 
Cavan in the end zone and the sophomore 
pulled it in for the score. 

David and Stuarts father, Pete, was a half- 
back in the wishbone offense from 1975 
through 1977 and the boys grew up in 


Tuscaloosa watching the Crimson Tide. 

Another Bama tight end (although he plays 
the “W” while David is a strongside tight end) 
is Clint Johnston. In addition to being the son 
of a former Tider, Johnny, and the nephew of 
former Bama player, Donny, who both played 
in the late 1960s. 

Wesley Britt is starting for the second year 
in Alabama’s offensive line. His brother, 
Taylor, can’t play this year because he’s a 
transfer. He had played at UAB. He's working 
on the scout team as a defensive lineman. And 
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Wesley Britt is a two-year starter at offensive tackle for the Crimson Tide. This year in practice he is 
working against his brother, defensive tackle Taylor, who is sitting out the season after transferring 
from UAB. In a couple of years the Britts hope to have a third brother on the squad. Justin Britt is a 


top offensive lineman for Cullman High School. 


there’s the chance of another Britt in 
Alabama’s future as Cullman boasts one of the 
top young linemen in junior Justin Britt. 
Phenix City Central has produced a number 
of excellent players at Alabama. This year the 
Tide has one starter in wide receiver Triandos 
Luke. His brother, Nic, is a freshman running 
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back for the Tide, likely to be redshirted this 
year. Also from Phenix City Central is 
Triandos’ prep teammate, also a wide receiver, 
Joel Babb. Joel came to Bama as a walk-on, 
but was awarded a scholarship this fall. And 
Joel's brother, Ryan, was a teammate of Nic, 
and, like Nic, is also a running back. Ryan is a 


walk-on. The group hopes to be joined by an- 
other Luke next year as Kelcy is quarterback 
at Phenix City Central and is one of the state's 
top prospects. 

The recruiting of “legacy” players continues. 
It was recently announced that all-state tail- 
back Tim Castille of Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham had committed to sign with 
Alabama in February. Tim's father, Jeremiah, 
was an All-America cornerback for Bama in 
1982. And Tim’s brother, Simeon, is expected 
to be perhaps the state’s top prospect next 
year. 

Jeremiah, who now serves in the Tuscaloosa 
chapter of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, said he did not push his sons into 
football, in part because he didn’t want them 
compared to him if they were not good play- 
ers. “But,” he said, “football was something 
they wanted to do.” 

Sometimes it's not a father or brother who 
leads the way. Evan Mathis, Bama’s starting 
offensive tackle the past two years, remem- 
bers stories told him by his uncle, Bob 
Baumhower, who played defensive line at 
Alabama from 1974-1976. Bob, an All- 
America who went on to star with the 
Miami Dolphins, insisted his nephew was 
tougher than Bob had been. Evan didn’t do 
anything to discourage that reputation when 
it was learned he had played most of last 
season with a stress fracture in his leg, an in- 
jury he had kept secret from his coaches so 
he wouldn't miss playing time. 

Tight end Ted Gryska, a member of the 
2002 Tide who is out with a broken ankle, is 
the grandson of Clem Gryska, who played 
and coached at The University and who now 
works at the Bryant Museum. 


any former Alabama players have 
Me their children to The University 

because of Coach Bryant. In 1973 the 
legendary Tide coach established the Bryant 
Scholarship Fund. The scholarships, which 
pay close to full tuition for eight semesters, 
are available to any child of a player or athlet- 
ics staff member in the Bryant era. A Bryant 
Scholarship does not count against NCAA 
scholarship limits. Alabama Recruiting 
Coordinator Charlie North said it is separate 
from athletics scholarships because there are 
no considerations as to whether the recipient 
is an athlete. 

Michelle Boteler, the coordinator of 
Information Services in the Student Financial 
Aid office, said about 100 students per year 
are on Bryant scholarships. She said 15-20 
students apply each year, and that the scholar- 
ship is not available to potential recruits for 
athletic scholarships. She also said if a student 
on the Bryant scholarship is a walk-on athlete, 
he or she must forfeit the scholarship if 
awarded an athletics scholarship. 

North has a simple explanation of why so 
many “legacies” happen at The University. 

“It’s tradition and pride,” North said. 
“Fraternities and sororities have legacies, and 
so does football.” 
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Your search for the most unique Crimson Tide gift is over. In this spine tingling 7 minute CD, your favorite 
fan becomes an Alabama hero -- right before your ears. A professional announcer will broadcast 
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football, basketball, baseball, soccer or hockey. Over 25 colleges available! Allow 2 weeks for delivery. 


Note, the CD case lets you insert a photo, so please do not send us photos. 


"The CD sounded just like a Tide game on the radio -- but better, because my son was the star!" T. Cox 


On ly $19.95 Order Toll Free 


s&h is a FLAT rate of $4.95 -so 1 -87 7 -842 -8 7 63 
eaten ee www.ThatsMeSports.com 


To Order By Mail: 

On a piece of paper, (i) print the name(s) to be broadcast in 
the CD (first and last) (ii) phonetic spelling (if necessary) (iii) 
sport (football, basketball, baseball or soccer) (iv) gender and 
(v) college (we offer these for over 25 major colleges - call us 

for the complete list). Mail to: That's Me Sports, P.O. Box et 

1120, St. Peters, MO 63376. Enclose $19.95 per CD and Big Al says 

add a total of $4.95 for s&h. Please include the ‘ship to! You Won't Belleve Your 
address and a daytime phone number. Ears". 


Hirchel Bolden: 


Time To Bounce Back...Again 


by J.E. Lisby 


Tide senior cornerback 
lost his starting job, but he 
has faced adversity before 


laying football for a storied program 
Pi: the Crimson Tide-in front of tens 

of thousands of fans at the stadium and 
millions more on television-is the stuff of 
dreams for Alabama youngsters. But football 
is a harsh sport, demanding always and often 
unforgiving. Of all the positions on a football 
team, cornerback may be the toughest. Play 
well, and you're a hero. But give up the big 
play and the dream can become a nightmare. 

The demands of cornerback are over- 
whelming for even the best athletes, espe- 
cially if they are thrown into the fray too 
soon. That's a hard fact that Dothan’s Hirchel 
Bolden understands. “Anybody on the field 
can mess up one time,” he said. “The quar- 
terback can get sacked. But if a corner or 
safety messes up, its six points. And if you 
go out there with your head down and the 
other coaches see it, then they're going to 
keep coming at you.” 

Tide Defensive Coordinator Carl Torbush 
said, “You've got to be able to bounce back 
immediately. When you become a defensive 
back you put yourself in a position to be 
scrutinized by your teammates, your coaches 
and those 85,000 people in the stands. 
You've got to understand that there are going 
to be some adversities. Everything is not 
going to be perfect. The great ones bounce 
back.” 

Faced with another challenge, Bolden must 
bounce back again. Healthy for the first time 
in more than two years, the senior corner- 
back had an outstanding fall camp, fighting 
back a stiff challenge from redshirt freshman 
Charlie Peprah and sophomore Anthony 
Madison to hold onto his starting job. 
Bolden then began the season with a very 
good game against Middle Tennessee, earn- 
ing one of the team Player of the Week hon- 
ors. But Bolden’s second week was about as 
tough as it gets for a cornerback. Facing sec- 
ond-ranked Oklahoma on national televi- 
sion, he gave up two long touchdown passes 
and missed a tackle on a short pass that led 
directly to third score. He spent the second 
half in Norman on the sidelines, watching as 
his teammates battled back only to fall short 
at the end. 

Following that game, he lost his starting 
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Hirchel Bolden has been a good defensive back for Alabama, but now he’s having to try to battle back 


and regain his starting cornerback position. 


job to Peprah. “I haven't had the kind of ca- 
reer that I would have liked to have had,” 
Bolden said. “It hasn’t been all ‘glory, glory’ 
with me. But you’ve got to have a short 
memory. Anything can happen. It’s all about 
the next play. What are you going to do the 
next play? You've got to be confident.” 

Cornerbacks Coach Chris Thurmond relat- 
ed what he says to an athlete facing a crisis 
of confidence. “You tell him that he’s a good 
player, and you tell him about all the good 
plays that he’s made and don’t dwell on the 
bad ones. You tell him that he’s had 20 criti- 
cal plays this year, and he’s made 17 of the 
20. You remind him of the nature of his posi- 
tion. If he makes a bad play, then it’s huge. 
Don't dwell on it, and go on.” 

Its not that Bolden hasn't made any good 
plays. Quite the opposite. But when corner- 
backs mess up, it often means touchdown for 
the opponent. “There are so many times that 
a defensive back makes a great play, but you 
don’t see it because it’s a no-throw,” 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Thurmond said. “Nobody even realizes it, 
because it's a great play. A lot of times there 
are good plays on no-throws, with the quar- 
terback holding onto the ball. Fans may not 
notice, but coaches see them.” 

Bolden’s coaches appreciate his talent. One 
of the top all-around athletes at Alabama, 
Bolden is smart, fast and one of the best 
weight-lifters on the squad. “It's been very 
frustrating,” he said. “To know you're a qual- 
ity athlete and things don’t go right is hard. It 
takes patience.” 


olden’s frustrations began his freshman 
B= As one of the best prep offensive 

players in the state, he arrived on cam- 
pus in 1999 full of promise. But a switch to 
defense proved difficult to handle. Bolden 
said, “Learning a new position was the most 
frustrating thing I’ve ever gone through. | 
only played two or three snaps of defense in 
high school. I was always offense-minded. | 
liked running the football, getting the ball in 
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my hand and seeing what I could do. When | 
got to college it was a total flip-flop.” 

It wasn't that Bolden refused to switch po- 
sitions, but there is more to defense than 
simply learning the schemes. Good defensive 
play requires a mindset that doesn’t come 
over night. He said, “I always wished that | 
had taken my redshirt year just to learn the 
system, learn what being a defensive back 
was all about. But I guess they saw some- 
thing in me and put me out there.” 

Bolden’s first season included an SEC 
championship and a trip to the Orange Bowl. 
But during fall camp Tide coaches were des- 
perate for warm bodies to play in the sec- 
ondary. Bolden’s was the warmest. Despite a 
complete lack of experience in the sec- 
ondary, the best available athlete was thrown 
immediately into the fray. “I don’t think 1 
was ready,” Bolden said. “I didn’t understand 
the system or about being a defensive back. 
When I was out there my heart was pound- 
ing. ‘What's going to happen; what's going to 
happen?’ I was never in a comfort zone.” 

Starting for the first time against Louisiana 
Tech, Bolden played 66 snaps. Only one of 
those plays, the final one, is remembered. 
Assigned to Tech’s best receiver, Sean 
Cangelosi, Bolden was the game goat as his 
man caught the winning touchdown to de- 
feat and embarrass Alabama on its home 
field. Furious fans blistered coaches and 
players alike, and the young man only 
months removed from his senior prom was 
unprepared to handle the criticism. “I still 
have LaTech in my memory,” Bolden said, “I 
remember alter the game seeing somebody 
had a poster that was supposed to be me 
with a bag over my head. Coach Harbison 
(then Bama’s secondary coach) kept it and 
laminated it, because he said it made him 
mad. But it hurt me. That was when | want- 
ed to move to offense. | thought ‘Maybe this 
is not for me.’ It ate at me for awhile. I just 
couldn't get over it for a long time. When 
people would bring it up, I'd walk away.” 

But Bolden soldiered on. And he endured 
the disappointing 2000 season, seeing action 
in every game and starting twice in that 3-8 
campaign. The arrival of a new coaching staff 
that December brought a fresh start. Torbush 
related what the new coaches saw in Bolden. 
“Hirchel Bolden is an extremely hard worker 
in the off-season program. He had all the 
physical attributes to be a very solid corner- 
back. There’s no doubt he's given us every- 
thing we've asked, He's been a good student, a 
good person. He's what coaching is all about.” 


eading into the 2001 season, Bolden 
Hi« the starting job at cornerback. 
But bad luck struck again. “The in- 
jury occurred the last day of two-a-day prac- 
tice last season,” Bolden said. “1 extended for 
a ball thrown by Andrew Zow. 1 stuck my 
arm out and my shoulder dislocated.” 
The left shoulder had given him trouble 
before, but the dislocation confirmed the di- 
agnosis. The ligaments were stretched, 
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meaning that when stressed the joint would 
partially dislocate. Surgery was required to 
correct the problem. Bolden had the choice 
of when to have it. Having the procedure 
done immediately would end his pain and 
begin the healing process. 

But he would miss the season. 

Bolden chose to play all of 2001 with one 
shoulder encased in a cumbersome brace. “It 
hurt, but it was just pain,” he said. “I chose 
to put off the operation. Football means you 
play with pain.” 

The brace prevented the shoulder from dis- 
locating, but the device did nothing for the 
pain. Bolden said. “I could just extend my 
arm and have somebody hit it, and it would 
throb the rest of the game. Almost every- 
thing I'd do with it would hurt. With the 
brace | could at least tackle. I actually did 
wind up with some tackles (50, eighth on 
the team), but I think I could have had plen- 
ty more than I did, except for my shoulder.” 

In Charlie Peprah Alabama had a true fresh- 
man who was athletically ready to compete. 
But in contrast to what happened with Bolden 
two years before, this Tide staff wanted to give 
Peprah a year to mature. “You've got to give 
Hirchel a great deal of credit for last year,” 
Torbush said. “A lot of guys would not have 
finished the season with that injury.” 

Had opposing offensive coordinators 
known of Bolden’s injury, he would have 
been fed a steady stream of power plays. 
Realizing that, the Tide staff kept his injury 
secret. The ruse worked on the field, but 
plenty of fans unaware of Bolden’s limitation 
criticized him for his play. Torbush com- 
mented on his player's courage. “Hirchel 
didn't complain. He really played one-armed 
a lot of the time. He probably struggled and 
played softer than he would have. But by the 
end of the season he had developed into a 
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consistent defensive back.” 

Bolden, 6-0, 196, put up a 4.48 time in the 
40-yard dash at pro timing day last spring. 
He described the prototype college corner: 
“He should be about 6-1, 190 or 195. He'll 
need good speed. You don't have to be really 
fast to be a cornerback; mostly it’s technique. 
You've got to be able to change directions. 
You've got to have good balance. You need 
swift hips; you've got to be fluid-you can’t be 
stiff. He'll need good knowledge of the game 
and instincts.” 

And all the best cover corners bring a 
healthy dose of attitude to the field. “He 
should be physical and confident,” Bolden 
said. “I'd rather have a cocky athlete than 
one with no confidence. I'd rather have one 
too cocky than not cocky at all.” 

After the Oklahoma game, playing with 
confidence again may be Bolden’s biggest 
challenge. Tide Head Coach Dennis 
Franchione said, “Corners have to have short 
memories. They have to live by the adage 
that the most important play is the next play, 
no matter whether they intercepted the last 
one or got beat deep. If a player can't do that, 
then I can’t do much with him. But if he can 
do that, he'll be all right. 

“Hirchel has got a lot of proven days under 
his belt. He had three bad plays. They hurt, 
but he’s had a lot of good plays, too. He's got 
to have that short-term memory.” 

Having lost his starting job to a younger 
player, Bolden now must bounce back one 
more time. Torbush said, “When he gets that 
opportunity, he’s got to make it a success. At 
cornerback it’s real simple. If the receiver 
catches the ball, you've failed. If you knock it 
down or intercept it, you're a success, That's 
just the way it is. 

“What Hirchel becomes the rest of the year 
will be determined by how he responds.” 


The Locker Room 


1-800-749-0992 


1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
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Men’s Basketball: 


Seniors 
Will Lead 


Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Gottfried has reasons to 
expect another good team 


ark Gottfried expects this to be a 
Mec year for his Alabama men’s 

basketball team. That’s not just be- 
cause Bama is the defending Southeastern 
Conference champion and likely to be picked 
to successfully defend that crown. It’s because 
the class is headed by seniors who were a part 
of Gottfried’s first recruiting class. 

The three returning senior starters are 2002 
SEC Player of the Year Erwin Dudley at 
power forward, Kenny Walker at center, and 
Terrance Meade at wing guard. 

“These guys chose to come to Alabama 
when Alabama was not a very attractive op- 
tion from a basketball perspective,” Gottfried 
said. “They came in here and they worked ex- 
tremely hard. They’ve elevated the program 
back to championship status. They have ex- 
ceeded every expectation on the court, in the 
classroom as they'll all graduate, and in the 
community. They have done as well as we 
could have ever asked them to do.” 

Alabama players earning degrees is not a 
surprise. Under Gottfried, 10 players have 
reached their senior year. To date, the previ- 
ous seven have all been graduated. 

It is on the court where these players are 
most visible, and they have certainly per- 
formed. Alabama was 27-8 last year and 25- 
11 in 2001. In 89 basketball seasons Alabama 
has had only six years in which the Tide won 
25 or more games and this group of seniors 
has been a part of two of them. 

Gottfried, last year’s SEC Coach of the Year, 
said, “We have three seniors who have played 
a lot of games, and that is something we've 


never had. Even Jeremy Hays, who we were 
counting on a couple of years ago, was un- 
able to play his senior year because of injury. 
We had a team that won the SEC champi- 
onship last year and we didn’t play a senior. 
This year we expect a lot of senior leadership. 


Erwin Dudley, the 2002 Southeastern Confer- 
ence Player of the Year, is a candidate for 
National Player of the Year as he heads into his 
senior season for the Crimson Tide. 

Kent Gidley Photo 


19 


lel ee 


a ee 


== = =: es 
, di | - 


Sag 


Alabama expects good things from returning starters (left to right) center Kenny Walker, shooting guard Terrance Meade, and point guard Mo Williams. 
Walker and Meade are seniors, while Williams is a sophomore. 


And the overall experience is the best we've 
had.” 

While most of the attention is properly on 
those players who return this year and on a 
handful of newcomers who join them, there 
is one notable loss from last year’s squad. Rod 
Grizzard, who had great games and goat 
games in his three-year career, elected not to 
join his fellow seniors in a final season. He 
has moved on to the NBA a year earlier than 
expected. 

Gottfried said, “I think we'll miss Rod a lot. 
1 know he was criticized a lot by fans, but I 
have a great deal of appreciation for him—for 
one thing for deciding to come here when we 
were down and help us get the rebuilding 
process started.” 

In addition to seniors Dudley, Walker and 
Meade, Bama returns a starter in sophomore 
point guard Mo Williams. 


labama opens practice October 12 (fol- 
lowing the “Mark's Madness” event in 
Coleman Coliseum at 10:30 p.m. CDT 
Friday, October 11). The Tide will play exhi- 
bition games on November 1 (EA Sports) and 
November 7 (Athletes in Action), then begin 
regular season play with a high profile game 
against Oklahoma in Madison Square Garden 
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in New York in the Coaches Vs. Cancer 
Classic on November 14. The Tide’s first 
game in Coleman Coliseum will be 
November 22 when Alabama State visits. 

Bama has other difficult non-conference 
games, taking on Ohio State, Providence, 
Xavier, St. Bonaventure, and Utah. 

“It’s a difficult schedule, but I think this 
team needs that,” Gottfried said. “Knowing 
you can play against the best teams in the 
country and beat them is what would pay 
dividends because of the confidence factor. 
And I think having an experienced team play- 
ing this type schedule will help prepare us for 
the SEC and for the pressure of late-season 
games.” 

While Alabama did have a successful sea- 
son last year, including a 12-4 SEC mark, 
reaching the finals of the SEC Tournament 
Championship, and being ranked among the 
nation’s top teams, Gottfried knows his team 
did not finish well. 

The Tide was a number two seed in the 
NCAA Tournament South Region. After 
struggling past Florida Atlantic, 86-78, Bama 
was bounced from the tournament by Kent 
State, 71-58. 

“We didn’t play nearly as well as we could 
have in the NCAA Tournament,” Gottfried 
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said. “Now, Kent State was a much better 
team than anyone gives them credit for. They 
were a veteran team that beat Alabama, Ohio 
State and Pittsburgh and nearly beat Indiana. 
But we need to be better.” 

Gottfried expects another difficult SEC 
race. “There's not a great deal of difference in 
the teams in our league from top to bottom,” 
Gottfried said. “In the ACC, the Big 12, the 
Big East, the Big 10 and the Pac 10, the teams 
at the top are very good, but there is a big gap 
between the best teams in those leagues and 
the bottom teams. In the SEC, the gap is very 
small.” He said he wouldn’t know who to 
pick at the bottom in either division of the 
SEG: 


ottfried said the loss of Grizzard 

“makes other people rise up and work 

harder to have an opportunity to play.” 
Last year Grizzard, a 6-8 left-hander, averaged 
14.1 points and 6.1 rebounds, both marks 
second only to those of Dudley for the Tide. 
Gottfried said that Alabama will be able to 
play different ways and that will affect how 
Grizzard is replaced at wing forward. The 
coach said, “We could play with a smaller 
line-up with Demetrius (6-3 junior 
Demetrius Smith) or Earnest (6-2 sophomore 
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Earnest Shelton). Or we could use a more tra- 
ditional wing type with one of four new guys.” 

Those new men are Kennedy Winston, a 6-7 
freshman who was Mr. Basketball in Alabama 
last year; Lucky Williams, a 6-6 redshirt fresh- 
man; Emmett Thomas, a 6-4 transfer from 
Bevill State Junior College; and Evan Brock, a 
6-9 freshman, 

Last year Smith was something of a surprise. 
After having been injured as a freshman, he 
showed great defensive intensity as a back-up 
in all 35 Tide games last year. His statistics 
were not dazzling, only 2.9 points per game. 
Shelton was injured early in the 2002 season, 
but gathered playing time as the season went 
along and finished with 6.1 points per game, 
primarily as a long-range shooter. Shelton 
made six three-pointers in a 21-point perfor- 
mance against Arkansas. 

Winston is one of the most discussed 
Alabama basketball players ever. The state's 
Mr. Basketball originally signed with 
California. However, last spring his mother be- 
came ill and Winston had second thoughts 
about the distance from Mobile to Berkeley. 
California gave Winston his release and he 
signed with Alabama. During the summer the 
National Collegiate Athletic Directors 
Association, which administers the National 
Letter of Intent, approved the move and 
Winston is eligible to play as a freshman. 
Although official team workouts have not yet 
begun, Winston has shown in individual 
workouts and in pick-up basketball games that 
he is the real deal. It will not be a surprise if he 
steps into that wing spot. 

Winston averaged 33.2 points, 11.6 re- 
bounds, 7.5 assists, 2.7 blocks and 2.4 steals 
per game his senior season at Blount High 
School in Prichard. Gottfried said Winston's 
decision to attend Alabama is important be- 
cause Bama needs to get the top players in the 
state. “Regardless of his journey, I'm glad he's 
here,” Gottfried said. 

Williams should have been eligible last year, 
but Alabama's compliance office failed to do its 
work. That means Williams now has four 

ears of eligibility remaining. He could be the 
Caveat surprise to Alabama fans because he 
has been out of basketball for a year. He is a 
very intense player, excellent on the defensive 
end. And his offensive skills make him more 
than a role player. 

Gottfried calls Williams “the X Factor.” The 
coach said, “He is a special young man. He 
isn't the most talented, but he is probably the 
hardest worker. He is a little undersized, but 
he is incredibly strong. I'm not sure where 
we'll play him, but he will play. We'll move 
him around. He defends, he rebounds, and he 
would run through a wall for The University 
of Alabama,” 

Thomas would likely have been taken by 
Alabama out of John Carroll High School fol- 
lowing his senior season in 2000, but Alabama 
signed the one-year wonder, Gerald Wallace, 
since departed to the NBA where he rides the 
bench and derides The University of Alabama. 
Thomas spent one year at South Alabama be- 
fore transferring to junior college so he could 
continue to play basketball before transferring 


OCTOBER 2002/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


ee a 
- - ~ - = = ° - 
ae Se — ae 


to Bama this year. At South Alabama he aver- 
aged 9.5 points per game on a team that went 
22-11. He averaged 19 points per game at 
Bevill State Junior College last season, helping 
his team to a 20-9 record. He was most valu- 
able player in the state tournament in 1998 
and was all-state tournament in 2000, 

Evan Brock could grow into a post player, 
but he is penciled in for the wing position. 
The son of former Virginia State and Harlem 
Globetrotters player Ernie Brock, Evan has 
outside shooting and ball-handling skills. And 
he would have a lot of work to do in the 


An Original Charcoal Painting by 
award winning Artist David L. Taylor. 
This Three-volume Limited Edition 
Art series spans twenty-five years of 
Football history under Legendary 
Coach Paul Bear Bryant, He came to 
the Capstone with the winning 
philosophy, “Go Hard or Go Home.” 
Series | (1958-1967) just released. 
Hundreds have already sold! Capture 
the Classic Look of Days Past with 
this new Commemorative Art Print. 
Call today Toll Free!!! 


signed and numbered by the Artist, — 
comes with a Certificate of Limited 
Edition, Collectible Key Card, andis [2 
printed on the Highest Quality acid- 
free Paper. 


| Love the Classic look of the 
Bear Bryant Era Art Series! 


—Terry Davis 


Alattima Q.B. 1970-72 


#501 — 2500 


Signature Edition ...... $225 
#233 — 500 

Artist Proofs .......:.. $325 
#1 — 232 

Custom Framing....... $195 
Bear Bryant Coin...... $10 


"Go Hard ov Go. Home" 


Series I (1958-1967) 
The First Ten Years of the Bear Bryant Era 
By Artist David L. Taylor 


These prints are going fast! 


SERIES II 
SERIES HI (1976-1982) Reach Higher 


weight room to fill out his 6-9, 190-pound 
frame before he can take up an inside position. 


hile replacing Grizzard gets most of 
the attention in analyzing Alabama's 
2003 chances, Gottfried said, “Our 


question mark this year is depth around the 
basket. Someone needs to emerge.” 

There is no worry about the main man 
around the basket. Erwin Dudley, a 6-8, 255- 
pounder, was the top freshman in the SEC in 
2000 and the Player of the Year in the confer- 
ence last season. He has started all 100 of the 
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games Alabama has played since arriving on 
campus. (That is not a particularly new expe- 
rience for Dudley. He started his final 80 con- 
secutive games as a prep star at R.C. Hatch 
High School in Uniontown.) 

Last year Dudley averaged 15.2 points per 
game as he hit 55.6 per cent of his field goal 
attempts and 67.8 per cent of his free throws. 
He pulled down 8.9 rebounds per game (he 
had averaged 9.1 as a freshman and 10.0 as a 
sophomore). Last year Dudley, who will cele- 
brate his 21st birthday October 2, had double 
figures in scoring and rebounding in 14 
games. 

Dudley, who reported to Alabama weighing 
about 218, has built himself into one of the 
real “bangers” in the SEC. He has led the SEC 
in rebounding the past two years. 

Kenny Walker is another veteran in the 
paint. The 6-9, 230-pound Walker has been a 
starter the past two years after missing about 
half his freshman season with a stress fracture 
in his tibia (shin). He hit 50 per cent from 
the field and 80.3 per cent of his free throws 
last year to average 9.2 points per game. He 
also pulled down 5.5 rebounds per game. He 
was at his best in SEC games in free throw 
shooting, hitting 43 of 50, 86 per cent, which 
was best in the league. 


Gottfried said, “I thought Reggie Rambo 
stepped up last year to help us inside.” 
Rambo, a 6-7, 218-pound junior forward, 
played in 26 games last year and averaged 2.3 
points and 2.7 rebounds per game. Rambo is 
not inserted into the lineup for his shooting 
ability. He hit only 46.3 per cent from the 
field and only 37.9 per cent of his free 
throws. For his career he is 0-8 on three- 
point attempts. 

Gottfried won’ be expecting too much of 
freshman Chuck Davis early, but does have 
high hopes for the 6-8, 230-pound newcom- 
er. The Tide coach noted that Davis is bigger 
than Dudley was when Dudley was a fresh- 
man and that Davis has long arms. The two- 
time all-state performer at Selma Southside 
averaged 25 points and 14 rebounds per 
game as a junior and averaged 22 points per 
game as a senior. 


uard is good at Alabama. The Crimson 

Tide returns four-year regular Terrance 

Meade at wing and Mo Williams, cited 

by The Sporting News as the National 
Freshman of the Year, at point. 

Meade, 6-2, 190, earns almost as much at- 

tention off the court as he does on. The busi- 

ness major is a two-time Academic All-SEC 
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selection and is also active in community 
work. He has 72 consecutive starts going into 
this season and has started in 98 and played 
in 99 of Bama’s 100 games in his first three 
seasons. 

He did not have a good year shooting last 
season, and his scoring average dipped below 
double digits for the first time in his Bama ca- 
reer. After averaged 11.5 points per game as a 
freshman and 10.8 points per game as a 
sophomore, he managed only 8.4 points per 
game last year. He also pulled down 3.1 re- 
bounds per game. One area in which he 
showed much improvement last season was 
in turnovers. After losing the ball 71 times in 
each of his first two season,s he cut that num- 
ber almost in half last year, only 39 turnovers 
in 35 games. 

Although Demetrius Smith and Earnest 
Shelton are in the mix at small forward, both 
are at least as likely to see duty at wing guard 
behind Meade. Jason Reese, a 6-5, 190-pound 
transfer from UAB, will be eligible this year 
and could work at either wing position. 

Williams may have been the reason that 
Alabama won the SEC title last season. “He 
made a huge difference,” Gottfried said. As a 
freshman he averaged 10.4 points and 4.5 as- 
sists per game and was named SEC Freshman 
of the Year. He started all 35 games for Bama 
last year. His most impressive outing came in 
the NCAA Tournament when he scored 33 
points, pulled down 10 rebounds, and had 
six assists in a win over Florida Atlantic. He 
also had double-doubles in points and assists 
against Tennessee (11-10) and Chattanooga 
(13-10). In tough SEC games he had 17 
points at Arkansas, 13 at Kentucky, and 15 
against Mississippi State. 

However, Gottfried expects improvement 
from Williams this year. “He didn’t shoot a 
percentage that either of us was happy with,” 
the Tide coach said. Williams hit only 37.6 
per cent from the field, including only 26.2 
per cent of his three-point shots. (He is a 
good free throw shooter, 85.7 per cent, but 
was a handful of shots short of being eligible 
for the SEC title.) Gottfried said, “He'll get 
better because he works so hard and because 
he is a fabulous competitor.” 

Williams will be backed up by crowd fa- 
vorite Antoine Pettway of red shoes fame. 
Pettway, a 6-0, 170-pound junior who walked 
on at Bama and earned a scholarship, made 
the last-second shot that beat Florida and 
won the SEC Championship last season, 
Pettway came to Alabama on an academic 
scholarship and played in 29 games as a true 
freshman walk-on. He averaged 2.9 points 
per game that year. Last year he averaged 6.5 
points per game, playing in every game. 
Antoine was second in the SEC in free throw 
shooting in all games, hitting 55 of 68 for 
80.9 per cent. He also had 58 assists against 
only 42 turnovers. He had a top game of 16 
points against Ole Miss. 

Travis Stinnett had a final year of eligibility 
this season, but Stinnett earned his degree 
last spring and did not return as a back-up 
point guard. 
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Spirit and support the Tide. Our pins are uniquely designed for 
the Alabama fan to collect, wear or share. 
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Bama Wants 


ack To NCAA 


Get 


by Drew Champlin 


Although Tide lost two 
players to WNBA, Bama 
has strong replacements 


ick Moody still has a sour taste in his 
Re from the end of last season. 

he Alabama women’s basketball 
coach had his team sitting pretty at 17-11 
after a loss to Georgia in the Southeastern 
Conference tournament, awaiting the call 
from the NCAA selection committee to tell 
him where and when his team was playing. 

The only real question was how many 
SEC teams the NCAA would take, but 
Moody felt his team had as good a chance 
as several others to be selected. After all, 
there were quality wins against Auburn, 
LSU, Ole Miss, and at Arkansas. 

But there were also bad losses, including 
one at home to Kentucky, a team that won 
only one conference game last season-the 
opener against Alabama, on Alabama's 
home floor. A loss to Alabama A&M dur- 
ing the pre-conference schedule was a 
negative. And a loss to Georgia in the SEC 
Tournament was worrisome. It was proba- 
bly that final loss that sealed Bama’s doom. 
Georgia was selected, Alabama was not. 

It was the third straight season Bama 
was absent from the NCAA Tournament. 
Fans weren't happy. Players weren't happy. 
The coach especially was not happy. 

“We should have been there last year,” 
Moody said. “We got hosed.” 

Instead, the Tide settled for the NIT. 
After defeating Missouri and Eastern 
Kentucky, the Tide’s season ended with a 
77-61 loss at Michigan State. This year, 
Moody and his players are hungry to make 


a return trip to the NCAA Tournament, a Senior Beth Vice, a 5-11 wing player, has had some injury problems in her Crimson Tide career. She is 
venue where Alabama advanced to the an exceptionally good three-point shooter. Kent Gidley Photo 
Final Four in 1995 under Moody. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that this this team who have never had that experi- right work ethic, and we can stay healthy, 
team can make the NCAA Tournament,” ence, and they are very hungry to get there. then I will be one of the most disappointed 


Moody said. “We've got several players on If we have the right chemistry, and the _ individuals in the country if this team can’t 
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step up and put us in a position to play for 
the national championship.” 

The task at hand isn’t impossible, or 
even improbable, but it will have to be 
done without two fine starters from last 
year’s team. Point guard Shondra Johnson 
and center LaNisha Cartwell have expend- 
ed their eligibility. Johnson, the Tide’s 
leading scorer at 14.8 points per game, is 
now with the Houston Comets. Cartwell, 
the Tide’s leading rebounder and third 
leading scorer, is now with the Washing- 
ton Mystics. 

“Both players were drafted into the 
WNBA, so they were obviously outstand- 
ing talents,” Moody said. “We'll miss both 
of them because they were both very in- 
strumental in a lot of our success. Others 
must step up and assume some of the re- 
sponsibilities those players had for our 
basketball team.” 

The annual rebuilding process began with 
off-season work in September and hits full 
stride with the start of practice October 12. 
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anisha Redus, a 5-7 junior, will 

get the first chance to win the 

point guard position. Redus, the 
daughter of former major leaguer Gary 
Redus, has experience and has started sev- 
eral games for the Tide. 

“It's time for her to step up,” Moody 
said. “She's a different type of point guard 
from Shondra, but she understands what 
her role will be.” 

Whoever wins the point guard role will 
have two outstanding wing players to 
share the ball with. Katie Sipe, a 5-10 
sophomore, started nearly every game last 
year and averaged just under 10 points per 
game while shooting 40 per cent from be- 
hind the arc. Senior Beth Vice, the team’s 
second leading scorer last year at 12 points 
per game, is an even deadlier three-point 
shot. Vice is a fifth-year senior who has 
battled knee problems since she arrived at 
The Capstone, but played relatively in- 
jury-free last year. As a senior, Vice will be 
counted on to provide leadership, and 
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could play the point guard role when 
Redus is not on the court. Monique Bivins, 
a 5-6 sophomore, also returns after 
playing a key role from the bench last sea- 
son. Bivins averaged 6.1 points per game 
in her freshman season, Capper Reed, a 5- 
3 junior who came to Alabama as a walk- 
on, returns to provide depth. Reed is 
noted in the Alabama high school baseball 
ranks as the only girl to hit an over-the- 
fence home run in a game. Reed also plays 
softball for Alabama. 

Three guards will enter the Tide pro- 
gram this season, and Moody is excited 
about each. The list includes Kate Mastin 
from Boaz, who was named Miss Basket- 
ball by the Alabama Sports Writers Asso- 
ciation. She is a three-time all-state selec- 
tion. Lauren Hill, a 6-0 wing player from 
New Orleans, is expected to push for play- 
ing time. A walk-on, Leah Drury, a combo 
guard out of Greensboro’s Southern 
Academy, did well in off-season work. 

“The information from the pickup 
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games is that all three of the freshman 
guards really have a chance to be out- 
standing players,” Moody said. “It’s just a 
matter of them getting comfortable play- 
ing college basketball. Each can have a 
huge impact.” 


oody has two tremendous ath- 
letes in senior Shun Hunter and 
sophomore Natasha Gamble. 


Hunter, a 5-11 senior, has started the ma- 
jority of games in her career, and she will 
also be counted on for leadership at the 
small forward position. Gamble, used pri- 
marily in relief last season, is a 6-0 for- 
ward. 

“Shun’s an incredible athlete,” Moody 
said. “We'll try to use her abilities to fill 
some of those gaps (lost to graduation).” 

Gamble showed some spark last season 
on the offensive end, but has really im- 
pressed Moody with her offseason work 
ethic, and he thinks that she has a chance 
to make a big difference on the offensive 
end. 

“The workaholic of the summer would 
be Natasha Gamble,” Moody said. “She's 


explosive and has tremendous offensive 
skills. She’s playing with a lot more confi- 
dence.” 

Oreal Taylor, a 5-10 junior from 
Courtland, will also help out at the small 
forward position or in the paint. 

In the paint, the person to get the first 
crack at replacing Cartwell will be 6-4 se- 
nior Jamilah Johns, who played as a re- 
serve last season after transferring from 
LSU. Leigh Papisan, 6-1, another senior, 
will have to step up from her position of 
role player and provide quality minutes. 
Perhaps the player who most excites 
Moody is incoming freshman Dee 
Merriweather, Alabama's Miss Basketball 
in 2001. Merriweather originally signed 
with Illinois-Chicago out of Hanceville 
High School, but did not play last season. 
Moody thinks she has a chance to be spe- 
cial, just like former post players Shalonda 
Enis, Yolanda Watkins, and Tausha Mills, 
who all starred for the Tide in the last 
decade and went on to professional ca- 
reers. 

“Dee has the greatest opportunity to 
make an impact,” Moody said. “If we're 
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thin at any position, it’s at the post. She's 
one of the most talented players we've 
brought in quite a while. She’s going to be 
an outstanding player for us.” 

Moody will get his first look at his team 
in a November 12 exhibition game against 
Premier Players, but will get used to his 
team as they play the non-conference 
schedule. That part of the schedule in- 
cludes a game with Liberty, a team that 
features two forwards who stand at 6-7 
and 6-8, and non-conference games with 
Houston and Brigham Young University, 
two opponents that scare Moody. 

“When teams outside our league play 
teams in the SEC, it seems that they will 
play their best games,” Moody said. “Our 
people need to understand that our non- 
conference schedule will be critical for us. 
If you can do well in your non-conference, 
and play well in the league then you have 
a great chance of getting into the NCAA 
Tournament.” 

League opponents coming to Tuscaloosa 
this year include Tennessee, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Auburn, Florida, 
Kentucky, and Arkansas. 


Solid wood, laminate table top, 
Fold into its own carrying case. 


No tools required. 
Weighs aprox. 32lbs. 


Seats four adults. 
Table surface is 24X48 
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Alabama Basketball Rosters, Schedules 
2002-03 Men’s Roster 2002-03 Women’s Roster 


No Name, Pos Ht Wt Cl Exp Hometown No Name, Pos Ht Cl Exp Hometown 
1 Chuck Davis, F 6-8 230 Fr HS Selma 10 Leah Drury, G 5-8 Fr HS Greensboro 
2 Emmett Thomas, F 6-4 205 Jr JC Birmingham 11 Shun Hunter, F 5-11 Sr  3L Pensacola, Fla. 
3 Kennedy Winston, F 6-7 200 Fr HS _ Mobile 15 Manisha Redus, G 5-7 Jr ILL Decatur 
4+ Reggie Rambo, F 6-7 218 Jr 2L_ Lena, La. 20 Beth Vice, G 5-11 Sr 3L Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
5 Earnest Shelton, G 6-3 190 So 1L Memphis 21 Kate Mastin, G 5-9 Fr HS Boaz 
13° Lucky Williams, F/G 6-6 205 Fr RS _ Lagos, Nigeria 22 Capper Reed, G 5-+ Jr  2L Guntersville 
14 Terrance Meade, G 6-2 190 Sr 3L _ Scottsboro 23 Oreal Taylor, F 5-10 Jr 2L Courtland 
21 Evan Brock, F 6-9 190 Fr HS Roswell, Ga. 24 Monique Bivins, G 5-9 So ILL Alabaster 
23 Demetrius Smith,G 6-3 215 Jr 2L  Hogansville,Ga. 25 Katie Sipe, G 5-10 So IL Hillsboro, Tenn. 
25 Maurice Williams.G 6-1 183 So IL Jackson, Miss. 32 Natasha Gamble, F 6-0 So ILL Jackson 
35. Erwin Dudley, F 6-8 255 Sr 3L Uniontown 33 Lauren Hill, G/F 6-0 Fr HS New Orleans 
42 Kenny Walker, C 6-9 230 Sr 3L Jacksonville, Fla. 34 Leigh Papisan, F/C 6-1 Sr  3L Hoover 
43 Jason Reese, G 6-2 200 So Tr Birmingham 42 Jamilah Johns, C 6-4 Sr IL Starkville, Miss. 
Antoine Pettway, G 6-0 170 Jr 2L Alberta | 52 Dee Merriweather,C 6-4 Fr HS Hanceville 


OCTOBER 2002/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Head Coach: Mark Gottfried 


Assistants: Philip Pearson, Orlando Early, Sammy Jackson 


2002-03 Men’s Schedule 


| Head Coach: Rick Moody 


_ Assistants: Brittney Ezell, C.-C. Moorer, Kelly Brooks 


2002-03 Women’s Schedule 


Date Opponent Central Time/TV Date Opponent Central Time 
Noy. 1 EA Sports (Exh.) 7:00 Noy. 12 Premier Players (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov.7 — Athletes In Action (Exh.) 7:00 Nov. 17 Berry College (Exh,) 2:00 

Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic @ Madison Square Garden, New York Nov. 22. @ Samford 5:00 

Nov.14 Oklahoma 8:30/ESPN2 Nov. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 

UT-San Antonio Tipoff Classic @ San Antonio 

Nov. 22 Alabama State 7:00/CSS Noy. 29 Texas-San Antonio 7:00 

Nov. 25 — Middle Tennessee State 7:00/CSS Noy. 30 Stephen F Austin 4:00 

Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic @ Springfield, Mass, 

Noy. 29 Ohio State 6:00/ESPN Dec. 3 Providence 7:00 

East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville, N.C. 
Dec. 3 North Carolina-Greensboro 7:30 Dec. 7 Liberty Noon 
Dec. 7 — St. Bonaventure TBA/CSS Dec. 8 East Carolina or Bethune-Cookman 12:00 or 2:00 
Coors Classic @ Mobile 
Dec. 14 ~— Bowling Green TBA/CSS Dec. 16 Hlinois-Chicago 7:00 
Dec. 18 @ South Alabama 7:00 

Dec. 21 Providence 2:00/FoxSS Dec. 21 BYU @ Albuquerque, New Mexico TBA 

Dec. 23. Morehead State 7:00 St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, N.J. 

Dec.30 @Utah TBA/FoxSS Dec. 29 St. Peter's, Akron or Bucknell TBA 
Jan.4+ = Xavier 7:00 Dec. 30 St. Peter's, Akron or Bucknell TBA 
Jan.8 ~~ Arkansas 7:00 

Jan. 11  @ Vanderbilt TBA/SEC-TV Jan. 4 @ Houston 2:00 

Jan.15 — Mississippi State 7:00/J-P Sports Jan. 12 @ Kentucky (Fox Sports South TV) 2:00 

Jan. 18  @ Auburn TBA/)-P Sports Jan. 16 Tennessee 7:00 

Jan.21  @ Mississippi TBA/ESPN Jan. 19 @ Auburn 2:00 

Jan. 25 Kentucky TBA/ESPN Jan. 23 Georgia 7:00 
Feb.1 LSU TBA/SEC-TV Jan. 26 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Feb.5 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Sports Jan. 30 @ Mississippi State 
Feb.8 @ Florida TBA/CBS Feb. 2 Arkansas 2:00 

Feb. 15 = Auburn TBA Feb, 6 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 

Feb. 18 Georgia 6:00/ESPN Feb. 9 South Carolina 2:00 

Feb.22 @ Tennessee TBA/J-P Sports Feb. 13 @LSU 7:00 

Feb. 26 @ Mississippi State 7:00/J-P Sports Feb. 16 Florida 2:00 
Mar.2 = Mississippi TBA/CBS Feb. 23 Kentucky 2:00 
Mar.5 South Carolina 7:00 Feb. 27 Auburn 7:00 
Mar.8 @LSU TBA Mar, 2 @ Arkansas 2:00 

Mar. 13-16 SEC Tournament @ New Orleans TBA Mar. 6-9 SEC Tournament @ Little Rock TBA 


Football Recruiting: 
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A Look At Skill Prospects In State 


by Freddie Kirby 


Alabama high school ranks 
have many top skill players 


nder the best of circumstances, col- 
[ | lege football recruiters must take 

care to make accurate evaluations, 
then sign a majority of players who are at or 
near the top of the position-by-position 
recruiting board. For Alabama these are not 
the most favorable of times. Alabama is lim- 
ited to only 18 signees this year, so the pres- 
sure is on Coach Dennis Franchione and his 
stalf, 

The evidence from the first two Franchione 
signing classes is that this staff is very good 
at the recruiting game. 

There are 11 high school senior football 
players who have already committed to 
Bama. They are: 

Tim Castille, a 5-11, 220-pound running 
back from Briarwood Christian in Birming- 
ham; D.J. Chambers, a 6-0, 180-pound ath- 
lete from Highland Home; Chris Felder, a 5- 
11, 165-pound athlete who played at 
Thomasville last year and is at Camden 
Wilcox-Central this year; Eric Gray, a 5-11, 
180-pound cornerback at Trinity West 
Morgan: Andraus Grace, a 6-3, 300-pound 
defensive tackle from Fort Meade, Florida; 
Mario Lane, a 6-5, 240-pound defensive end 
and tight end from Montgomery Carver: 
LeRon McClain, a 6-1, 241-pound fullback 
from Tuscaloosa County; Justin Moon, a 6-6, 
290-pound = offensive lineman from 
Guntersville; Eric Packer, a 5-9, 184-pound 
running back from Camden Wilcox-Central; 
Jarod Parrish, a 6-3, 180-pound cornerback 
from Chatooga in Summerville, Georgia; and 
Travis West, a 6-4, 275-pound offensive tack- 
le from Northeast Jones in Laurel, 
Mississippi. 

Additionally, one scholarship is designated 
for Earnest Nance. Nance was a 2002 signee 
who elected to delay his entrance into The 
University until January. There is also the 
possibility that Taylor Britt, the defensive 
lineman and brother of Wesley Britt, will be 
awarded a scholarship in January. 

Therelore, there are a maximum ol six 
scholarships still to be offered and accepted. 

It is not known how many more scholar- 
ships will be allotted to skill position players. 
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Fortunately for Alabama recruiters, the 
Crimson Tide is not having to look too far 
from home. This is an exceptionally good 
year in Alabama for high school prospects. 

As always, we list players alphabetically by 
position, Here is a look at the top skill posi- 
tion players in the state: 


Ithough there is no football position 
Ar as “athlete,” there is in [oot- 

ball recruiting. A player with such 
standing, normally a quarterback, is a player 
with the skills to play any of a number of 
positions at the college level. Four players 
stand out as all-around athletes. 

Thomas Kirksey, 6-1, 200, 4.5 in the 40- 
yard dash, is a quarterback at Davidson in 
Mobile. He is a four year starter who missed 
four games as a junior with a torn meniscus 
in his knee. He rushed for 600 yards and 
eight touchdowns, while passing for 500 
yards and six touchdowns on a very young 
team. He could wind up at receiver, running- 
back, or in the secondary. He has camped at 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU, Nike (Tuscaloosa), 
and the Montgomery Combine, He benches 
275 and sports a 35-inch vertical jump. He 
has an in-state preference (Alabama, 
Auburn), but also likes LSU, Mississippi 
State, Florida, and Ole Miss. 

Kelcy Luke, 6-1, 196, 4.56, is a quarterback 
from Central in Phenix City, He was selected 
All Bi-City Offensive Player of the Year as a 


junior after leading his team to a 9-2 season 


and the second round of the state playoffs. 
He is the brother of Alabama players 
Triandos Luke and Nic Luke. He rushed for 
302 yards and four touchdowns as a junior, 
while passing for 960 yards and seven touch- 
downs. He is rangy and tough enough to play 
defense in college, but he is too valuable to 
his high school team to play anything but 
quarterback, even though he gets a little 
practice at safety each week, He has camped 
at Auburn. He benches 285, squats 365, and 
power cleans 255. He has a 3.4 GPA and 
scored 18 on his ACT. He lists his schools as 
Alabama, Auburn. West Virginia, Georgia 
Tech, Southern Miss, and UAB. 

Jai Miller, 6-4, 187, 4.55 is a quarterback 
from Selma. He is also considered an out- 
standing basketball prospect and could also 
be a high pro baseball draft choice. He was 
named his team’s Most Outstanding Back 
after a junior year in which he threw for 714 
yards, six touchdowns, and just one inter- 
ception. That followed a sophomore season 


in which he posted 1,029 yards passing with 
11 touchdowns and eight interceptions, 
Defensively, he can handle either safety posi- 
tion. He had 14 tackles (eight solo), one 
interception (returned 45 yards), and one 
fumble recovery in four games in the second- 
ary as a junior. His best college position will 
be at receiver so he can utilize his height, 
athleticism, speed, and jumping ability. He 
will likely be a two sport athlete at the col- 
lege level, but he will have to find time to 
include the weightroom in his daily duties. 
He doesn't work out in high school due to his 
three sport routine, but in order to compete 
in college he will have to be stronger, He has 
a 3.8 GPA and has scored 23 on the ACT. He 
has a number of offers, and Alabama and 
LSU have offered him the opporunnity to play 
both football and basketball. 

Tyrone Prothro, 5-10, 175, 4.44 is from 
Cleburne County in Heflin, In a year when 
the state is loaded with game-breakers, he 
may be the best, He could play runningback, 
receiver, or cornerback in college. As a junior 
he had 152 carries for 1,031 yards and 11 
touchdowns rushing and caught 27 passes 
for 508 yards and six touchdowns, an aver- 
age of 18.8 yards per reception, He had a 
combined 32 punt and kickoff returns for 
804 yards and five touchdowns. He even 
threw a touchdown in the state champi- 
onship game. He averaged 157.2 all purpose 
yards per game. He had six interceptions as a 
junior while averaging only three plays a 
game on defense. He was Area Player of the 
Year and all-state. He led his team to a state 
runner up finish. He benches 355, squats 
510, power cleans 225 and has a 39-inch ver- 
tical jump. He has a 2.1 GPA and must 
improve his ACT. He has camped at Alabama 
and Nike (Tuscaloosa). His uncle is Charles 
Wood, who played at Auburn, and his best 
friend is Todd Bates who plays at Alabama. 
He lists his schools as Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida, LSU, Tennessee, and Florida State. 


uarterback is still the most important 

position on the football field and 

every school is always looking for 
new (ent. Alabama has no fewer than a half 
dozen top quarterback prospects, although 
one, JaMarcus Russell, is clearly the top- 
rated. Frankly, a number of quarterback 
prospects will have little interest in compet- 
ing against Alabama's three young quarter- 
backs-Brodie Croyle, Spencer Pennington, 
and Brandon Avalos. Here is a look at the 
pure quarterback prospects. 
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Jake Ball, 6-2, 195, 4.6, is from Hokes Bluff. 
He led his team to the Class 3A state cham- 
pionship as a junior. He is the Class 3A State 
Player of the Year, the Gadsden Times 
Regional MVP, and the Etowah County MVP 
as a junior. His father, Patrick Ball, is an 
assistant coach at Hokes Bluff and a former 
Ole Miss baseball player. Last year he passed 
for 1,300 yards and 15 touchdowns while 
rushing for 950 yards and 15 touchdowns. In 
the state championship game agains! unde- 
feated Tarrant he earned MVP honors. His 
team moved up to 4A this year. He also plays 
basketball and baseball and could be a base- 
ball draft choice. He benches 225 and squats 
375. He has a 3.1 GPA. He has camped at 
Alabama. He likes Alabama, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Southern Miss, and 
Jacksonville State (where he could play two 
sports). 

Dustin Goodwin, 6-2, 195, 4.66, is from 
Demopolis. He is capable of running and 
reading the triple option, the speed option, 
drop back passing game, bootlegs, roll out 
passing, and the intermediate passing attack. 
He passed for 1875 yards and 20 touchdowns 
as a junior while completing passes at a 59 
per cent clip. He rushed for 352 yards and 
five touchdowns. He was his team’s Most 
Valuable Offensive Player and All Northwest 
Alabama. His father, Doug Goodwin, a for- 
mer Auburn player, is the head coach at 
Demopolis. Dustin has camped at Alabama 
and Auburn, He benches 300 and box squats 
535. He has a 3.73 GPA and has scored 19 on 
the ACT. He lists Auburn, Georgia, Missis- 
sippi State, Ole Miss and Tennessee. 

Clay Harrelson, 6-2, 187, 4.75, is from 
Benjamin Russell in Alexander City. He was 
the leader of an offense that averaged 36 
points per game en route to the Class 5A 
state championship last year. He was MVP in 
the title game. Last year he passed for over 
2,500 yards with 22 touchdowns, while he 
rushed for 1086 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
He was all-state. He benches 235, squats 350, 
and power cleans 225. He has a 91.5 grade 
average. He lists Florida, LSU, Auburn, and 
Ole Miss. 

Cole Peace, 6-1, 210, +.7, is from Cedar 
Bluff. He came into his senior year ranked 
sixth in all-time Alabama high school pass- 
ing with 5,550 yards. As a freshman he had 
118 completions of 235 attempts for 1576 
yards, 11 touchdowns, and 19 interceptions. 
He improved as a sophomore by completing 
120 passes of 224 attempts for 2,007 yards, 
20 touchdowns, and 10 interceptions. His 
junior year was another improvement with 
116 completion in 201 attempts for 1,967 
yards, 23 touchdowns, and six interceptions. 
He was named the top player in his region in 
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1A and all-state. He sports a 31-inch vertical 
jump, a 3.0 GPA, and an 18 ACT. He bench- 
es 300, squats 375, and power cleans 275. He 
lists Alabama, Louisville, Auburn, Southern 
Miss, and UAB. 

JaMarcus Russell, 6-5, 212, 4.6, is from 
Williamson in Mobile. He is clearly the top 
quarterback prospect and one of the top 
overall prospects in Alabama this year. He 
was a tall, thin tough passer as a freshman 
who appeared to be able to make every pos- 
sible (hrow with incredible accuracy at that 
young age. He finished his freshman year 
with 180 completions in 304 attempts for 
2,651 yards and 20 touchdowns, Williamson 
was State runner up to Carnell Williams and 
Etowah. His sophomore year he had 193 
completions in 286 attempts for 2,806 yards 
and 21 touchdowns. Following his sopho- 
more season he was invited to participate in 
the Elite 11 quarterback camp in California 
where he competed against several senior-to- 
be quarterbacks and he had an impressive 
showing. His junior year he completed 134 
of 244 passes for 1,905 yards and six touch- 
downs. He was the Class 5A runner-up for 
Back of the Year. He was all-state. He is on 
track to become the state's most prolific prep 
passer. The record is held by Bama’s Croyle. 
Russell has a 31-inch vertical jump, benches 
235, and squats +75. He has a 2.9 GPA and 
scored 17 on the ACT. He lists Auburn, LSU, 
Tennessee, FSU, Georgia, Florida, Notre 
Dame and Virginia. 

Jake Tompkins, 6-2, 206, 4.55, is from 
Russellville. He is a strong armed passer who 
likes to stay in the pocket, but is more than 
capable of scrambling. He completed 204 of 
307 passes (66.4 per cent) for 2,757 yards 
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with only nine interceptions. He accounted 
for 29 touchdowns passing and rushing. He 
was all-state as a junior. He has attended 
camp at Kentucky and the camp of former 
Tide tight end Lamonde Russell. He benches 
310, squats 315, and power cleans 250. He 
has over a 3.0 GPA. He is looking at 
Clemson, Tennessee, Ole Miss, Southern 
Miss, UAB, Auburn, and Georgia. 

Other Alabama prep quarterbacks who 
could be prospects at the end of this season 
include Jon Clements, 6-2, 185, 4.7, 
Jemison; Tim Dowdell, 6-3, 180, 4.85, 
Notasulga; Parker Gargis, 5-11, 175, 4.5. 
Homewood; Ryan Keedy, 6-3, 210, 4.7, 
Mortimer Jordan; Jarius Neal, 6-3, 185, 4.6, 
Pickens County; Chris Vines, 6-5, 195, 4.7, 
Pelham; and Ricky Windsor, 6-2, 180, +.6, 
Bessemer Jess Lanier. 


oubt the importance of a running- 
D=« Just look at Auburn, which 

has an offense pretty much limited to 
what Carnell Williams can do. While Ala- 
bama lost that recruiting battle, the Tide has 
the state's top runningback prospect commit- 
ted this year in Tim Castille. However, there 
are other top runners in Alabama prep ranks 
this year. 

Courtney Aldridge, 6-2, 220, 4.6, is from 
Linden. He has played runningback, full- 
back, wide receiver, linebacker, free safety, 
and defensive end. He played in 13 games as 
a junior and averaged about 80 yards a game 
on just five carries per game. He had 15 
touchdowns (11 rushing, three receiving, 
and one interception return), He was a sec- 
ond team all-state selection who attended 
camps at Alabama and Auburn. He benches 
305 and has a 3.0 GPA, He lists Auburn as 
his favorite followed by Alabama, Mississippi 
State, Louisville, and Southern Miss. 

Montrell Armstrong, 5-10, 185, 4.5, is from 
Clarke County in Grove Hill. As a sopho- 
more and junior he rushed for 3,200 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. Auburn has already 
extended a scholarship offer. He has interest 
also in Alabama, Mississippi State, Southern 
Mississippi, and LSU, 

Charles Campbell, 6-2, 220. 4.6, is from B. 
C. Rain in Mobile. Coach Chip Menton said 
he could run it 30 times per game. He is a 
four-year starter who made honorable men- 
tion all-state as a junior. He is capable of 
being a college tailback, fullback, or line- 
backer. He rushed for over 900 yards and five 
touchdowns as a freshman, and he backed 
that up with over 1,000 yards and six touch- 
downs as a sophomore. His junior year he 
had 1,079 yards and seven touchdowns. He 
has a 32-inch vertical jump, 290 bench press, 
405 squat, and 325 hang clean. He has a 2.4 
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GPA. He lists LSU, Florida., Auburn, and 
Southern Miss. 

Tim Castille, 5-11, 220, 4.55, is from 
Briarwood Christian in Birmingham. The 
youngest player to ever make an impact in 
the outcome of a state championship game, 
this multi-talented player burst on the scene 
as an eighth grade wide receiver. He helped 
his team to the state championship with 65 
receptions for 1,194 yards and 11 touch- 
downs. He made all-state as an eighth grader 
and has every year since. He moved to run- 
ningback as a freshman and he was just as 
productive. He has accumulated 8,125 career 
all purpose yards through his junior year and 
has scored 92 touchdowns over that span. He 
came into his senior year needing just 1,715 
yards to break the state record for all purpose 
yards. He also needed just 193 yards to 
become the state’s all time leading pass 
receiver. He has 13 games in which he 
rushed for 100 or more yards, 13 100-yard 
receiving games, and 42 100-yard all purpose 
games. He has 18 touchdown runs over 50 
yards. He was super all-state as a junior. His 
father, Jeremiah, was an All-America defen- 
sive back at Alabama and played in the NFL. 
Tim benches 315 and power cleans 265. He 
has a 3.0 GPA. He committed to Alabama 
over Tennessee, Georgia Tech, Michigan, and 
Michigan State. 

Durrell Fuqua, 5-10, 175, 4.38, is from 
Russellville. He played his freshman and 
sophomore seasons at Cherokee Vocational. 
His junior year he rushed for 867 yards and 
seven touchdowns, plus had 369 yards 
receiving with three touchdowns. He is a dis- 
tant relative of former Bama star cornerback 
Antonio Langham, and he has camped at Ole 
Miss. He benches 235, squats 425, and power 
cleans 190. He has a 3.2 GPA. He lists 
Auburn, Tennessee, Ole Miss, LSU, and 
Georgia 

Jason Jude, 6-1, 222, 4.6, is from Athens 
and committed to Auburn. He was Athens 
News Courier Player of the Year as a junior 
after leading his team to the state playoffs. 
He played his freshman year at Butler in 
Huntsville. In his first year at Athens he 
rushed for 1,400 yards and 21 touchdowns. 
Last year he had 1,700 yards and 19 touch- 
downs despite playing the final five games 
with a separated shoulder. He made all-state 
as a junior. He may be a linebacker in col- 
lege. He has a 2.3 GPA. He benches 300, 
squats 415, and power cleans 280. He com- 
mitted to Auburn over Arkansas, Georgia 
Tech, Georgia, and North Carolina State. 

Eric Packer, 5-9, 184, 4.32, is from Wilcox 
Central in Camden and committed to 
Alabama. He rushed for nearly 700 yards as a 
freshman, 1,700 yards and 25 touchdowns as 
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a sophomore, and 2,400 yards and 29 touch- 
downs as a junior. He had over 4,800 yards 
and 54 touchdowns entering his senior year. 
He was a finalist for the Class 5A Back of the 
Year and all-state. He was timed at 4.32 sec- 
onds in the 40 at Auburn’s camp last year, 
plus had a 41-inch vertical jump. He bench- 
es 285, power cleans 255, and squats 555. He 
carries a 3.2 GPA. He picked Alabama over 
Auburn. 

Carlton Rice, 6-1, 207, 4.5, is from Johnson 
in Huntsville. He could wind up at line- 
backer in college, which is his choice, but his 
play as a runner attracts attention. As a jun- 
ior he had 976 yards and 12 touchdowns and 
also had 330 yards and four touchdowns 
receiving. He has attended Alabama, Georgia 
Tech, and the Lamonde Russell camps. He 
benches 300, squats 450, and power cleans 
230. He posts a 3.7 GPA and an 18 ACT. His 
cousin, Tyson Eason, plays at UAB. He lists 
Georgia Tech, Notre Dame., Auburn, 
Vanderbilt, North Carolina State, and South- 
ern Miss. 

Corey White, 6-0, 215, 4.55, is from Jess 
Lanier in Bessemer. In addition to running- 
back, he is a third down linebacker and occa- 
sional safety. He finished his junior year with 
785 yards and nine touchdowns despite 
sharing the ball with two runningback team- 
mates. He also had one interception on 
defense that he returned for a score. He has 
camped at UAB, Alabama, Auburn, and LSU, 
He benches 285 and squats 305. He has a 2.8 
GPA and made 22 on the ACT. He favors 
Alabama over Mississippi State, Auburn, 
LSU, North Carolina State, Southern Miss, 
and UAB, 

Alvin Winters, 6-1, 205, 4.46, is from 


Daleville. He played quarterback, running- 
back, and receiver as a junior. As a junior, he 
rushed for 1,083 yards on just 81 carries 
(13.4 yards per carry) for 15 touchdowns. He 
also played quarterback due to an injury to 
the starter and he passed for 809 yards and 
seven touchdowns. He also spent time at 
receiver where he had 604 yards receiving 
with three touchdowns. He is the brother of 
Robert Kilow, Jr (high school at Daleville) 
who played at Arkansas State and is in the 
NFL with the Detroit Lions. His uncle, 
Robert Kilow, played at Troy State and also in 
the NFL for the New York Giants. He bench- 
es 315 and squats 545, He sports a 37-inch 
vertical jump. He lists Auburn and Alabama 
as favorites with interest also in Southern 
Miss, Tennessee, Middle Tennessee, UAB, 
and Louisville. 

Other runningbacks who could be consid- 
ered are: 

Varrenza Baker, 5-10, 195, 4.5, Attalla 
Etowah; David Blount, 6-0, 200, 4.55, 
Mountain Brook; Jamond Burks, 5-7, 180, 
4.35, Hoover; Clay Green, 6-0, 185, 4.5, 
Birmingham Huffman; Jamarcus Jackson, 5- 
10, 180, 4.4, Birmingham Tarrant; Michael 
Johnson, 5-11, 215, 4.6, Washington 
County; John Martin, 6-2, 190, 4.55, Macon 
East; Marco Rembert, 5-8, 180, 4.45, 
Demopolis; Torre Rucker, 6-0, 180, 4.55, 
Birmingham Tarrant; and Tyrone Ware, 6-0, 
185, 4.4, Auburn. 


Ithough a fullback has opportunities 
A: run with the football, the position 

has become more specialized as a 
lead blocker. Most teams also want a fullback 
with good hands to catch passes. There are 
two in Alabama who are definite prospects 
and three others who could be. 

LeRon McClain, 6-1, 241, 4.6, is from 
Tuscaloosa County in Northport. He rushed 
for 1,070 yards on 135 carries as a junior for 
21 touchdowns and an average of 7.9 yards 
per carry. He also caught eight passes for 92 
yards and one touchdown. He was honorable 
mention Super All-State. Defensively, he 
mans the linebacker position with much the 
same mentality as he does at fullback. He was 
credited with 86 tackles, three sacks, one 
interception, one fumble recovery, and one 
caused fumble. He benches 305, squats 475, 
and power cleans 260. He has a 3.0 GPA. He 
committed to Alabama over Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Tennessee, and Mississippi State. 

Luke Scott, 6-1, 240, 4.66, is from 
Sylacauga. He gained 732 yards on 132 car- 
ries as a junior with three touchdowns and 
also had two receptions for 30 yards. He is 
best known as a fine blocker. At the 
Montgomery Combine he lifted 155 pounds 
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an amazing 47 times (combine record), He 
repped 185 pounds an impressive 31 times at 
the Nike (Tuscaloosa). He then topped that 
off with 22 reps of 225 pounds at the 
Alabama camp. He has attended camps at 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU, and Oregon, He was 
a pre-season Top 24 player by The 
Birmingham News. He has a 27-inch vertical 
jump, benches 375, and squats 560, He posts 
a 3.4 GPA and made 18 on the ACT. He 
expresses interest in Auburn,, LSU, Oregon, 
Tennessee, and MTSU, 

Some other possibilities are: 

Edward Foster, 6-1, 235, 4.7, Bibb County; 
Daniel Jackson, 6-0, 218, 4.7, Jackson; and 
John McDow, 5-11, 225, 4.7, Pelham, 


he position best known in Alabama 

[ this year is wide receiver because the 

state's prep ranks include a large num- 

ber of very good ones. There are thought to 

be five who rank among the nation’s best. 

One of those, D.J. Chambers, has already 

committed to Alabama. And Bama_ has 

offered scholarships to the other four, Here is 
a look at the best: 

Andrew Bone, 5-11, 175, 4.5, is from 
Westbrook Christian in Rainbow City. He 
was team captain as a sophomore. He plays 
both sides of the ball. He caught 25 passes as 
a junior for 600 yards and eight touchdowns. 
He also registered 55 tackles as a safety. He 
had over 100 tackles as a sophomore while 
playing linebacker. He benches 275, squats 
430, He lists Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, 
Georgia, LSU, and Tennessee. 

Matt Caddell, 5-11, 170, 4.45, is from Me- 
Adory in McCalla. He is a deep threat receiv- 
er who also carries the ball on reverses. He 
has made himself perhaps the most danger- 
ous punt returner in the state over the past 
two seasons. As a sophomore he had 37 
receptions for 535 yards (14.5 yards per 
reception) and five touchdowns and four 
punt return touchdowns. His junior year he 
caught 27 passes for 493 yards (18.3 yards 
per reception) and six touchdowns. He also 
totaled over 300 yards on reverses with three 
touchdowns. He had 16 punt returns for +77 
yards (29.8 yards per return) and four 
touchdowns. He also is the starter at free 
safety and he accumulated 59 tackles and six 
interceptions as a sophomore, while he 
amassed 40 tackles and one pick as a junior. 
He was selected Super All-Metro team and 
honorable mention all-state. He is a distant 
relative of new Hall of Fame receiver John 
Stallworth (Alabama AGM, Pittsburgh 
Steelers), He has camped at Alabama and 
Auburn. He sports a 36-inch vertical jump, a 
3.85 GPA, and an 18 ACT. He benches 225, 
squats 385, and power cleans 245. He is a 
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National Honor Society member who will 


choose from Alabama, Auburn, LSU, 
Arkansas, and Vanderbilt. 
D.J. Chambers, 6-0, 180, 4.5, is from 


Highland Home and committed to Bama, He 
is a four-sport athlete (football, basketball, 
baseball, track) who is a threat to win the 
state track meet events in the LOO- and 200- 
meter dashes and hurdles and who is expect- 
ed to be drafted in baseball. If getting the ball 
into the end zone is the goal, D.J. achieved 
that very well as a junior. He scored 13 rush- 
ing touchdowns, had eight passing touch- 
downs, five receiving touchdowns, three 
kickoff return touchdowns, two punt return 
touchdowns, and two interception return 
touchdowns. He sports a 39-inch vertical 


jump, benches 260, and squats 405. He has a 


2.2 GPA and 17 ACT. He committed to 
Alabama over Georgia, Georgia Tech, and 
LSU. 

Chad Jackson, 6-2, 205, 4.5, is from 
Hoover in Birmingham. He led his team to 
the state championship as a sophomore, then 
followed that with a state runner up finish as 
a junior. He is the most highly-touted receiv- 
er in Alabama in the past 15 years. This all- 
state selection finished his junior year with 
76 receptions for 1,243 yards (16.4 yards per 
reception) and 16 touchdowns. He also 
threw two passes for touchdown and he 
returned one kickoff the distance. He went 
into his senior year with 123 receptions for 
2,328 yards (18.9 yards per catch) for 24 
touchdowns, 83 rushes for 556 yards (6.7 
yards per carry) and seven touchdowns; 11 
kickoff returns for 330 yards and one touch- 
down; and 34 punt returns for 308 yards. He 
sports a 31-inch vertical jump and he attend- 


ed the Nike Camp in Tuscaloosa. He benches 
240 and squats 360. He has a 3.0 GPA. He 
lists Florida, Auburn, Tennessee., North 
Carolina, Florida State, Miami, Georgia, and 
Georgia Tech. 

Robert Malone, 5-11, 168, 4.4, is from 
Johnson in anol He vertical jumps 37 
inches and was all-city in track. He caught 23 
passes for 365 yards and five touchdowns as 
a junior, then had over 250 yards receiving as 
a senior in the first two games. His father, 
Robert Malone, played receiver and running- 
back for Tennessee and the Atlanta Falcons. 
He benches 245 and squats 335. He has a 3,5 
GPA and scored 17 on the ACT. He has 
camped at Tennessee and Alabama and those 
are his top two followed by Mississippi State, 
North Carolina State, and Memphis. 

Kevin Owens, 6-2, 175, 4.4, is from 
Tuscaloosa County. He had a good junior 
season with 21 catches for 752 yards (35.8 
yards per catch) and nine touchdowns, He 
has a 30-inch vertical jump. His father, Kerry 
Owens, played basketball at Memphis. He 
attended the Alabama Team Camp as a jun- 
ior, He benches 205 and squats 325. He has a 
2.7 GPA. He lists Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
Mississippi State, LSU, and Auburn. 

William Roach, 6-1, 196, 4.55 is from 
Brooks in Killen and the brother of current 
Tide linebacker Freddie Roach; former Bama 
receiver Tim Bowens; and Quentin Bowens, 
who signed with Alabama out of high school. 
He tore his MCL in the first quarter of the 
first game of his junior season and had to 
miss all but the final five games of the year. 
He played quarterback exclusively and regis- 
tered 817 passing yards with eight touch- 
downs and just three interceptions. He also 
rushed for 301 yards and five touchdowns. 
Those numbers were coming off a banner 
sophomore campaign where he was a run- 
ningback and receiver. He rushed for 980 
yards and 13 touchdowns, caught 14 passes 
for 400 yards and five touchdowns, plus he 
had 390 kickoff return yards with two touch- 
downs. He also played defense and posted 62 
tackles, four interceptions (two returned for 
touchdowns) and one fumble recovery (fora 
touchdown). He accumulated 23 touch- 
downs as a sophomore and accounted for 13 
touchdowns in just half a season as a junior, 
He made honorable mention all-state despite 
the injury. He benches 305, squats 385, and 
power cleans 270. He has a 2,8 GPA. He 
camped at Alabama. He lists Alabama, 
Tennessee, Auburn, Ole Miss, and Missis- 
sippi State. 

Jayson Swain, 6-2, 205, 4.4, is from 
Grissom in Huntsville. He snagged 62 passes 
as a freshman for 800 yards and 13 touch- 
downs, while his sophomore season, he had 
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over 1,000 yards and 17 touchdowns. His 
stats dropped off as a junior, but he still man- 
aged 600 yards receiving and 200 yards rush- 
ing with nine touchdowns. He has a 35-inch 
vertical jump. He made honorable mention 
all-state as a freshman and junior, and all- 
state as a sophomore. He has camped at 
Tennessee, Auburn, and Nike (Tuscaloosa). 
He benches 275 and squats 405. He has a 2.6 
GPA, but must raise his ACT score. He lists 
Alabama, Tennessee, Auburn, Florida State, 
Florida, LSU, Georgia Tech, Texas, and 
Michigan. 

Others who could be top prospects this 
year are: 

Fred Aldridge, 6-0, 170, 4.3, Linden; 
Arthur Davis, 6-2, 210, 4.4, Mobile 
Williamson; Gilbert Forrest, 6-3, 185, 4.6, 
Daphne; Jonathan Frazier, 6-6, 205, 4.6, 
Huntsville Grissom; Sidney James, 5-L0, 160, 
+.4, Montgomery Jeff Davis; Josh Moten, 5- 
10, 170, 4.6, Cedar Bluff, Matt Powell, 5-10, 
170, 4.5, Leroy; John Russell, 6-3, 185, 4.5, 
Alex City Benjamin Russell; Patrick Sprague, 
6-0, 175, 4.55, Mountain Brook; C.A. 
Williams, 6-1, 200, 4.5, Tuscaloosa County; 
Justin Williams, 6-1, 192, 4.5, Russellville; 
Ashley Wright, 6-3, 180, 4.6, Mobile UMS 
Wright; and Anthony Wynn, 5-7, 165, 4.4, 
Birmingham Hewitt-Trussville. 


hile most think of offensive posi- 
tions when considering skill play- 
ers, that designation is also for 


those in the defensive backfield, cornerback, 
strong safety, and safety. Many believe that 
good defensive backs are the best all-around 
athletes. Here is a look at some of the best in 
Alabama this. year: 

Eric Brock, 6-1, 180, 4.5, is a cornerback 
from Benjamin Russell in Alex City. He had 
68 tackles and eight interceptions in 15 
games as a junior. He is the top cover man for 
the 5A state champions. He can play receiver 
on offense. In limited offensive play he had 
10 catches for 120 yards and two touch- 
downs. He was all-state. He has camped at 
Auburn and his dad, Jimmy Brock played at 
Auburn. He benches 240 and squats 330. He 
has an 84 average. He lists Georgia, Auburn,, 
LSU, and Florida. 

Chris Felder, 5-11, 167, 4.49, is a commer- 
back from Wilcox Central in Camden who 
has committed to Bama. A first team Class 
+A all-state selection at Thomasville as a jun- 
ior, he moved to Camden with his uncle and 
head coach, former Tider Shannon Felder. 
He plays quarterback in high school. As a 
junior he had 224 yards rushing and three 
touchdowns, while he passed for 664 yards 
with seven touchdowns. He also posted one 
kickoff return touchdown as a junior. On 
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defense he had 53 tackles, two interceptions, 
three caused fumbles, and two fumble recoy- 
eries. He benches 205 which means he must 
get stronger for the college game. He has a 
2.85 GPA. 

Erie Gray, 5-11. 180, 4.5, is a cornerback 
from West Morgan in Trinity who has com- 
mitted to Alabama. He was all-state as a jun- 
ior. He is best known for his offensive 
achievements, even though he shared the 
offensive backfield with former Tide signee 
Chauncey Malone until this year, As a junior 
he had 144 rushes for 1,394 yards, 9.7 yards 
per carry, and 14 touchdowns. On defense he 
had 44 tackles and two interceptions. For his 
career through his junior year he had 301 
rushes for 2,539 yards and 29 touchdowns 
and 115 tackles with seven interceptions. He 
also had 11 career receptions for 125 yards 
and is a kick return man. He has a 35-inch 
vertical jump, He benches 255, squats 415, 
and power cleans 250. He has a 3.16 GPA. He 
chose Alabama over Auburn, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Tennessee, and Arkansas. 

LaBrose Hedgemon, 5-10, 185, 4.5, is. a cor- 
nerback from Hoover. He goes head to head 
with Chad Jackson in practice each day 
which has helped make him better. As a jun- 
ior he had 27 tackles, eight interceptions, 
one caused fumble, and numerous pass 
breakups. He has a 37-inch vertical jump and 
has camped at Alabama. He benches 270, 
squats 405, and power cleans 260. He has a 
2.9 GPA. He lists Auburn, Georgia, LSU, and 
Tennessee, 

Larry Jones, 6-1, 185, 4.5, is a cornerback 
from Baldwin County in Bay Minette. He is 
getting inquiries from Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State, LSU, and Southern Miss, but 
he will likely have to start out in junior col- 
lege. 

Justin Ray, 5-9, 185, 4.4, is a cornerback 
from Hoover in Birmingham. He was Over 
the Mountain Defensive Back of the Year and 
honorable mention all-state as a junior. He 
had 34 tackles, seven interceptions, two 
sacks, two caused fumbles, and approximate- 
ly 20 pass breakups as a junior for the 6A 
state runner-up team. He also works in prac- 
lice against teammate Chad Jackson. He 
benches 275, squats +30, and power cleans 
280, He has a 3.25 GPA. He lists Florida, 
Florida State, Georgia Tech, LSU, Auburn, 
Georgia, and Alabama. 

Teon Richardson, 6-+, 195, 4.6, is a strong 
safety from Smith Station in Smiths, 
Formerly a three-sport star, he has given up 
baseball to concentrate on football and 
weight-training. He split his time as a junior 
between receiver and strong safety. He played 
the first four games at wideout and grabbed 
11 passes for 190 yards. He moved to strong 


safety for the final six games and finished 
with a team-leading 76 tackles, three inter- 
ceptions, and two fumble recoveries. He has 
attended Ole Miss, Auburn. and UAB camps. 
He benches 245, squats 355, and deadlifts 
415. He has a 2.9 GPA, He has a 32-inch ver- 
tical jump and he is the cousin of present 
Georgia defensive lineman, Reggie Weeks. 
He lists Arkansas, Alabama, Ole Miss, 
Auburn, and Middle Tennessee. 

Demarcus Waldrop, 6-0, 195, 4.4, is a 
strong safety from Pinson Valley. A four year 
starter, he made all-state as a junior. He had 
142 total tackles, nine sacks, 14 tackles for 
loss, and two interceptions (both returned 
for touchdowns) as a linebacker, He projects 
as a strong safety at the college level. He also 
played backup runningback and tallied 320 
yards on 43 carries with six touchdowns. He 
has run 10.7 in the 100 meters and 22.0 in 
the 200 meters. He has camped at Florida 
State and Ole Miss, Alabama, and Auburn. 
His brother, Damian Waldrop (6-2, 190, 4.5) 
is playing junior college quarterback at 
College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. He 
benches 315, squats 485, and power cleans 
250. He has a 3.3 GPA. He lists Alabama, 
Florida State, Auburn, Ole Miss, Florida, and 
Mississippi State. 

Some other defensive backs who could be 
offered are: 

Steve Albert, 5-9, 170. 4.5, Prattville; 
Anthony Ash, 5-9, 180, 4.5, Litchfield; 
Kenny Brown, 3-10, 180, 4.5, Hueytown; 
Jerrell Foster, 5-9, 160, 4.4, Birmingham 
Minor; Bryan Gracie, 6-1, 195, 4.55, 
Demopolis; Terrell Groce, 5-11, 180, 4.6, 
Russellville; Tim Haynes, 35-11, 180, 4.5, 
Wadley; Antonio Nelson, 6-2, 180, 4.5, 
Bessemer Jess Lanier; Heath Thorn, 5-11, 
180, 4.5, Red Bay; and Lyndain Williams, 6- 
1, 185, 4.6, Tuscaloosa Central. 


inally, there is a category of skill posi- 
Fe: players who really do have spe- 

cialized skills. They are the kickers, 
placekickers and punters, 

There have been no indications that a sen- 
ior kicker in Alabama high schools will be 
signed to a scholarship by Alabama, but 
some other schools may offer some of these 
best ones. However, it is not unusual for a 
kicker to walk on at a college in hopes of 
earning a scholarship. 

The top kickers in Alabama this year are 
Keith Boutwell of Montgomery Robert E. 
Lee, Ryan Gale of Birmingham Oak 
Mountain, Josh Grider of Stevenson North 
Jackson, Brian Jackson of Dothan Northview, 
Michael Mahon of Birmingham Hoover, 
Jeremy MeClane of Birmingham John 
Carroll, and Chris Suther of Homewood. 
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Alabama Experience: 


The Story Of A Friendship 


by J.E. Lisby 


Nautyn McKay-Loescher is 
friend to young Tide fan 


ditor’s Note: Associate Editor J.E. Lisby 

wrote the following for the BAMA inter- 

net site, BamaMag.com, and it struck a 
cord with Alabama fans. 


“Nautyn is my friend.” So read the careful- 
ly lettered cardboard sign held by a young 
fan visiting practice during pre-season drills. 

I must admit I didn’t think much about it 
at the time. The boy and his friend happened 
to be wheelchair-bound, visiting practice 
with the father. But Tide fans come in all 
shapes and sizes-including handicapped. 
And except for the sign’s simple statement, 
there didn’t appear to be anything unusual. 

As I expected, during water breaks junior 
Alabama defensive end Nautyn McKay- 
Loescher stopped by to speak with the 
group. Other Tide players took time to visit 
as well. Football fans can be demanding at 
times, but thankfully I've yet to meet the ath- 
lete who could resist a child. 

Like most everyone else there that day, the 
scene caught my eye. Thinking it might 
make a good photograph, I snapped a couple 
of pictures of Nautyn talking to the boy. And 
then I passed it off. 

But as | learned later while obtaining the 
boy’s name, the story behind the photo was 
more profound. 

Along with several other Tide players, two 
years ago Nautyn was introduced to Benji 
Kenny by a mutual friend. The defensive end 
was amazed by the child’s knowledge. 
Prompted only with his jersey number, Benji 
rattled off Nautyn’s name, position and the 
story of how the Canadian native came to 
play football at Alabama. 

“I first met him during my freshman year,” 
McKay-Loescher said. “When he found out 
who I was, he was telling me everything 
about me. I’ve been friends with him ever 
since.” 

Benji’s father, Michael Kenny of Pelham, 
remembers that first meeting and how gra- 
cious the players were in talking Tide foot- 
ball with his son. But McKay-Loescher took 
a more personal interest. “As for Nautyn, he 
wanted to talk to Benji about Benji,” Mr. 
Kenny recalled. “He listened to the details of 
Benji’s several major surgeries and how frus- 
trating Cerebral Palsy can be.” 

A devastating disease, Cerebral Palsy has 
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left Benji’s 13-year-old body crippled. But his 
love for Alabama football has always been a 
positive in his life, “It gets to you,” McKay- 
Loescher said, “We're so lucky in that we're 
gifted with the ability to run and block and 
not have to be in a wheelchair and not have 
to have surgeries performed on you so that 
you can walk. 

“1 hang out with them when they come up, 
once every six months or so when they have 
the time to come over here.” 

Earlier this summer the Kennys were leay- 
ing the Alabama football complex as McKay- 
Loescher arrived to work out. “I spotted 
them as I drove up,” the Tide player said. “I 
told them to hold on, that I was going to be 
out in a second. Brooks (Daniels) and | came 
back to talk to them.” 

As Michael Kenny tells the story, the first 
thing Benji did was thank Nautyn for beating 
Auburn last November, something the Tide 
lineman had earlier promised he'd do for the 
young boy. McKay-Loescher responded by 


telling the child that he was his friend. “1 
beat Auburn for you.” 

“Nautyn, do you mean that? Am I really 
your friend?” 

“Tll always be your friend,” was McKay- 
Loescher's reply. 

A slogan originally used by the Boys Town 
charity comes to mind. Once plastered on 
billboards across the nation, it stated simply: 
“No man stands as tall as when he stoops to 
help a child.” 

Overly sentimental to the point of being 
maudlin? 

Perhaps. 

But then truth often is. 

Despite what the team roster claims, 
McKay-Loescher stands no more than 6-2 or 
so. And in the world of big-time college foot- 
ball that’s more than a little short to be play- 
ing defensive end. But in the eyes of one 
young man, at least, he’s super-sized. 

After all, as Benji’s sign said, “Nautyn is my 
friend.” 


DO YOU HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES 
TO EARN THE 
GREEN BERET? 


x *«* *&* «* * 


If your answer is yes, then the United States Army has a unique opportunity for you 
~ to become a Special Forces Soldier - a Green Beret. You'll learn from the some of 
the best Soldiers anywhere, and put your new skills to work in duty stations around 
the world. It takes plenty of hard work to earn the green beret, but the pride you'll 
feel when you wear it for the first time will make it all worthwhile. 


>> So if you're a high school graduate, between 18 
and 30, interested in finding out how you can become 
part of an elite group of proud professionals, call your 
local army recruiter at 1-800-USA-ARMY or stop by 
and see your army recruiter at your local recruiting 
station. And check out over 200 ways you can become 


AN ARMY OF ONE. 


goarmy.Com ©2001. Paid for by the U.S. Army, All rights reserved. 
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® Hana Time collegiate 
watches are water 
resistant, feature Citizen® 
quartz movements, are 
backed by a two year 
warranty and come packaged 
in tin gift boxes. 

@ Elite model is available 
with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 

@ Chrome Varsity has 
stainless steel bracelet 
and is available in men's 
and women's size. 

@® Playmaker model has a 
padded leather strap. 
Available in one size. 

® Wall clocks have quartz 
movements, require one "AA" 
battery, two year warranty. 
Window carton packaging. 


To order by credit card, call: 


800 713-2261 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: 
Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486. Add 6% sales tax for Alabama 
residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $8.95 
for UPS ground shipping and handling for first 
item. Add $1.00 for each additional item. Rush 
delivery is normally available at following rates 
for one item: $19.95 for one day or $10.95 for 
two day service plus $1.00 for each additional 
item. Ask for availability of 50 other schools. 


524.95 
20, 2002) 


The Crmion lade : 
Tailgate Collection 


16 02. Travel Mugs 
Quad 1 — This set of Stainless Steel Travel 
Fleece on the inside and Mugs feature the Crimson Tide 
water-repellent nylon on — logo on one side and the 
the outside. It’s a tote Nw school name on the other. 
bag, a seat cushion, t (| t of Includes double wall insula- 
unzips into a poncho f tion, and a snug drink-through 
and spreads into a ee = removable lid. Fits most car 
48 x 96 blanket. cup holders. 5 '/s" High. 
Sold as a set of two. 


Coffee Mugs 

This set of Stainless 

Steel Coffee Mugs 

feature durable 

plastic inner lining 

for insulation and 

padded scratch 

; - proof bottoms. Crimson 

eo UNIVERS Tide logo on one side and 
Can Coolers i the school name on the other. 
feature a foam 4 3/8" High. Sold as a set of two. 
lining and a 
padded scratch- 
proof bottom. 
Crimson Tide logo on one side and 
the school name on the other. 4" High. Sold 
as a set of two. 


Sand Chair eee Ne 
This chair is ultra light and ECRIMSON Tipe | 


ultra comfortable. Three 
3/4 Liter reclining positions. Won't 
Thermos rust and is made with stain 


; resistant washable fabric. 
This Stainless 


Steel thermos 


features double Ultra Light 


wall construction : 

the perfect tem- Ultra light, ultra strong and 

perature. ultra comfortable with a rust 

11" High. proof frame, stain resistant fabric, five reclining positions, and built in 
drink holders. Won't sink in the sand and angled rubber feet for maxi- 
mum grip ona slippery deck. Tumbler not included. 


i CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-800-713-2261 Q) My check or money order payable to BAMA MAGAZINE is enclosed 
OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: BAMA MAGAZINE, OQ) Charge to my: == 
i P.O. BOX 866104, TUSCALOOSA, AL 35486 DO visa 0 Mastercard vee S 


Quantity Cost Ea. Total 
Ultra Light Chair $59.99 CARD NO. EXPIRATION DATE 


Sand Chair $29.99 NAME STATE 

Stainless Coffee Mug (Set of 2) $23.00 ———— ——s se — 

Stainless Thermos ADDRESS PHONE 

Stainless Travel Mug (Set of 2) 

Stainless Can Cooler (Set of 2) SIGNATURE Dt 

Quad 1 *Add shipping and handling charges to each order as follows: Up to $25 add 65.95, 

Shipping & Handling (*see below) $25.01 to $45 add $8.95, $45.01 to $60 add $10.95, $60.01 to $90 add $12.95, 

Alabama Residents Add 8% Sales Tax $90.01 to $125 add $15.95, $125.01 to $150 add $19.99, over $150 add $24.99. 
Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery - Continental U.S. Only. 


In 1984, a movie about 


Paul “Bear” Bryant 
was released. 


IT’S BACK! J 
Order Now rapeag tng 


“The Bear” VHS or DVD Collector’s Set includes: 
@The 1984 Movie, “The Bear” 
@Three “Limited Edition” 11x14 framable prints: 


2 Movie Marquee and a Portrait of Coach Bryant 


Get it all for he 


$45 


(VHS) pa 
Shipping included! 


Phone: (813) 969 -1414 
Internet: www.thebearincorporated.com 
Check/Money Order: 
The Bear, Inc.,14709 Carnation Dr. Tampa, FL 33613 
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The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 
your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum’ 
power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. 
The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 


right moves. For more, visit dodge.com or call 


DRIVER’S LICENSE 
IS A TERRIBLE THING 


TO WASTE. 


ns 


Caravan 


Stratus 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


* 


i 
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